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The purpose of this investigation has been to make an intensive 
study of the lives of fifty girls working in the sewing trades; to study 
their inheritance, their homo environment; their personal characteristics 
and their trade history. The object has been to form a definite picture 
of the individual, md if possible to trace a relationship between the 
conditions of her personal life and her ecomonic status. 

The girls studied were selected elmost entirely from the unskilled 
and untrained groups They belong to the class that is often out of 
employment and with five exceptions, each girl has been unemployed 
during the current winter. They were ehosen irrespective of race or 
religion, nor were they residents of any particular section of the city. 
There were 25 from Essex District, 12 frora Yorkville, 5 from Brooklyn, 
3 from Bronx, 2 from Harlem and the same number from Waverley; and one 
each from the West Side and Westchester. There was, however, andattempt 
made to study the younger girls, all except five being between the ages 
of 15 and 20. 

There were three classes of wo risers chosen; assistants to private 
dressmakers; hand sewers and laachine operators. There were 14 of each 
of the first two groups and 22 of the third. The hand sewers and 
operators were those employed in waist or dress houses. Where a girl 
had boen both an operator and a hand worker she was classified under 
the occupation at which she was longest employed. 

The fifty girls studied represented the following ait ionali ties; - 
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A»erican2; French 1; German 2; Irish 1; Italian 7. The remaining 37 were 
Jewish girls of which number 31 were Bussian, 4 Austrian, 1 Hungarian 
and 1 German. In Tiew of this preponderance of Jewish girls it is inter- 
esting to note that out of the 14 girls who were employed at private 
dressmaking, only 5 were Hebrews. 

Less than half the girls, 18 in all, were born in the united States. 
Twenty-two were born in Bnosia, 3 in Austria, 4 in Italy, and 1 each in 
England, Germany and Hungary. Of the parents only two fathers and one 
mother were native to the United 3tates. In many cases the girls had 
been only a very short time in this country. 

The birthplaces of the parents were distributed as follows:- 31 of 
the fathers were born in Bassia; 4 in Austria; 7 in Italy; 3 in Germany; 
Z in the united States and 1 each in Prance, Hungary and Ireland. Of the 
mothers, 31 were from Russia; 5 from Austria; 6 from Italy; 3 from 
Germany; 2 from Prance and 1 each from the United States, England and 
Hungary. 

Most of the girls had received a very limited education. Only one 
attended Hi^i School and she remained but one year, nineteen graduated 
from the ei^ith grade; 12 in the seventh grade; 8 in the sixth grade; 
1 in the fifth grade. One girl attended parochial school leaving in 
the sixth grade and 7 girls received their education in Europe. None 
of the latter group, however, hid received the equivolent of a public 
school education. 

Pour of the girls graduated from a trade school and 4 others took 
part of a trade course; 2 went to Business School and 10 attended Evening 
school. The remaining 30 received no supplementary education. 



The lowest wage at which a girl started work was $3. and the highest 
beginning wage was $6. Twenty-six of the girls received less than $5. 
At the time the study waa made the girls* salaries were as follows:- 6 
girls were receiving $6 or under; 14 between $5 and $7; 17 between $7 and 
$9; 7 earned §9, one §10, 3 $12 and 1 was earning at piece work $24. 
These figures show conclusively that the investigation waa made among 
the girls who were earning for the aoat part less than a living wage. Of 
course owing to the age of the group there had not been a long period of 
trade life. The greater number had worked between 2 and 4 years, only 7 
having worked a longer period. It was found that the ^irls felt very 
proud if they had spent six or seven months with the same firm. This 
seems to have been due to 2 factors; first, the seasonal nature of their 
trade; and secondly, the lack of trade training which made them among the 
first to be "laid off" in slow times. 

In every case investigated it waa found that tho girl had faced serious 

financial difficulties the past winter. Eight were earning their own 

living and had been unemployed during part of the season; 10 more were the 

only wage earners in their families and the remaining 32 contributed all 

or by far the greater share of their earnings toward the family support. 

Many of the girls were physically imp&irad by the privations which they 

had been forced to undergo. While the conditions this past year may have 

been unusually severe, it is still of interest to note how impossible it 

is for girls in this class to save money enough to meet such an emergency. 

data 

The method of collecting/has been three-fold - first, the gathering 
of statistical information; secondly the visit oh visits to the home, and 
thirdly, the study of the individual girl throu^i personal contact. The 
first information was gathered by means of a ruestionnire, a copy of which 
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will be found at the end of this paper. Through this it waa possible to 
register the important facts of age, education, religion etcetera, and a 
detailed trade history with references from employers. Much of this infor- 
mation h d to be gathered very slowly as too many questions at any one time 
might arouse antagonism and so prevent a frank and complete study. Much 
of the information was in some cases impossible to secure accurately, as 
for example, details of the budget, fthere, as was often the case, the 
girl handed over to her mothsr, her pay envelope unopened t one could not 
secure the actual amount expended for amusement or clothes as the amount 
varied with the weekly condition of the family. In cases of that character 
one could only judge from the genoral appearance and the daily life of the 
girl. 

Hext came the visits to the home. Here there was an attempt to see 
the different members of the family as well as the girl; to view all the 
rooms and to secure not only a general impression but also a detailed 
picture of family life. Ho reason beyond that of friendly interest was 
given for the visit as there was lesj danger of securing "doctored" infor- 
mation. Many difficulties were experienced in these investigations. Very 
often the girls were not at home and very few of the mothers spoke 3nglish. 
Then one had to wercome the impression that she might be "one of them 
cfrrity workers what asks the neighbors about us". There was often a notice- 
able check in the flow of conversation when the question of the amount paid 
for rent arose. After several rebuffs one learned the best method of secur- 
ing this information. If the tenement was a good and comfortable one, open 
admi»ation for the home and the remark that "you must have to pay a hl£i 
rent for so pleasant a tenement" genreally brou^it the desired response. If 
on the other hand, conditions were bad, the stairs and hall not properly 



limited or cleaned, disapproTal of the landlord and the general appearance 
of the building brought forth the statement that they paid enough money for 
better accomodations and the amount would follow. Often this took more 
than one visit. One girl was visited four times before she was found at 
home. As the first 3 tirses she had been at the "Movies" light was thrown 
upon her amusements, even when the visit would seem to have been in vain. 

Lastly came the important phase of establishing a personal relationship 
with the girl. A quite natural opening came in almost every case. VThere 
there was a need of relief or help, as was true in many instances, a very 
quick basis of understanding was secured. $hile new positions were being 
sought, or Clinics visited, or clothing secured there was ample opportunity 
for long talks in which the girl revealed much of her character and life. 
This relationship was in almost every case established early in the winter, 
so there was sufficient time to study the individual. This has b ?en perhaps 
the most valuable part of the study. 

The result of the compiling of these cases has been the securing of 
more or less complete pictures of the lives of girls who are among the 
unskilled workers in the sewing trade. It has thrown some lightnon the 
forces working upon the individual and has pointed to a possible relation- 
ship between these forces and the economic life of the girl. It has also 
added to the amount of knowledge already accumulated of the hardships and 
difficulties facing the girl who is earning less than a living wage. 

In this investigation ar>very important influence in the individual 
life seemed to be the homo environment. Therefore the cases are grouped 
according to this classification,- The girl from the good home: The girl 
from the bad home: The girl in the furnished room. All except a small 
number couid be easily classified under these heads. The remaining ones 
were the cases of girl.-* where he determining influence seemed to be a 

-5- 



physical or mental defect. 

The standard of a good home was moralrrather than physical. Where- 
ever there was an attempt at real home life; where ever there was love and 
interest between parent and child; wherever there were definite standards 
of right and wrong, the home was considered good. The bad home was often 
the broken home, the home where one or both parents were entirely unsym- 
pathetic or even unfit for the training of children, and certain homes where 
excessive poverty tended to blunt all ambition and to produce an almost 
analyzing ef fect upon the physical and mental energy of the members of 
the family. 

X, The Girl with a Bad Home Environment. 

Josephine 3; 

To be the main support of a family has a subduing influence upon a grown 
man or woman. When, however, this burden is placed upon the shoulders of a 
young and attractive girl the result is often tragic. This baa been the fate 
of seventeen year old Josephine. 

Josephine is a beautiful girl with a sunny and buoyant nature. She is 
short and dark. Her hair is a mas3 of heavy curls and she has large black 
eyes. She is refined and has a musical £oice and lau^i. Hot only has the 
girl these natural gifts, but is blessed with inherent good taste. Her few 
poor clothes are well made and of the most becoming shades. The girl attracts 
attention wherever she goes because of hc^r almost startling beauty. 

How picture this child under the following conditions. The family con- 
sists of father, mother and seven children. The father is a very stern man 
and takes very little interest in his children, except when they annoy him. 
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He is a tailor by trade and has been oat of work almost all of the present 
winter. The motaer is a Tery beautiful "/oman bot i in character and appear- 
ance, but is unable to do any work outside of the home as she has young 
children to care for and as hor physical health is not good. She speaks 
rery little English and knows surprisingly little of American customs and 
ideals. Her main object seems to be to act as peace-maker between the father 
and children. There is only one child besides Josephine old enough to work. 
This is an older brother who has worked as a clerk in an office, receiving 
from $8 to $9 a week. He lost his position this winter and has been unable 
to secure another. 

The family lives in a very ill-kept tenement on the fifth floor back. 
The stairs leading to the home are in bad repair and the lights in the hall 
are often out. The family occupy four small rooms, for which they pay $14. 
a month. Two of these rooms open out on a dingy court. The other two have 
no li$it, except from windows out into the outer rooms in accordance with 
the regulations for old- law tenements. The mother, father, Josephine and 
the next oldest sister sleep in the front room. The other children sleep in 
the inner room and the brother in the back room. Mrs. S- keeps the house 
very clean, but the furniture, bedding, dishes and kitchen utensils are 
inadaquate for her needs. 

Josephine went to public school but left in the seventh grade in order 
that she might get a trade training at some school, before it wss necessary 
for h^r to go to work. She studied for on ? year at the Manhattan Trade 
Shhool and has a very good record for attendance, for faithfulness to her 
work and for skill. At the end of the year she was Placed directly from the 
school in a dress house as a finisher at $5 a week. She worked in this place 
for three months and 1 ft at the end of the season when the work was slack. 
S&e took a temporary position as examiner at $7 a week with a firm on East 



Third Street, and has be-n with them fro™ time to time when there wfs work, 
jwhen it was slack she wa, laid off hut as soon as they took any help on, they 
1 sent for Josephine. In all t she has been there nine months, with intervals 
between either of unemployment or of temporary positions in other houses. 
She enjoys the ^ork there and is anxious to stay as there is an opportunity 
for advancement, but she feels that she is greatly handicapped by the fact 
that the firra lays off so many girls during the slow seasons. 

On Saturdays nights when Josephine is paid her §7, she brings it home 
and gives it all to her mother. She does not have to pay any carfares as she 

\ 

lives within walking distance of her work and as she takes her 1 inch from 
home each day, thero is no expenditure for a noon meal. Her mother gives her 

whatever is necessary of clothing, which is very little, because of the fact 
that the girl Is able to make very attractive clothing out of very inexpensive 
materials. Last sumaer she ha* a little yellow muslin dress which only cost 

i 

her eighty cents. She receives five cents a week for amusements. She belongs 
to a girls* club where the dues are five cents a month. Occasionally she 
goes to a moving picutre house. On Saturdays she attends the nearest Catholic 
Church and in the afternoon often goes for a walk with a girl friend. 2hia 
keems to be the extent of her good times. 

This winter ahs been an unusually hard one. The family income has been 
$7 brou^it in by Josephine each wefek and an occasional $1.50 extra which the 

£irl has made by bringing home v/ork at nights. There has been a great deal 

T 

6f sickness in the family. The little four year old girl died early in Jan- 
uary of diptheria. When Josephine was asked if she hr.d had to stay home from 
work when her sister was ill, she said: -"Oh no! we just put my sister in the 
front room nd no one went in but my mother". When asked if she saw her 
mother during thss time, she said:- "Yes. Mother came out to get our meals 
iljor us". In addition to this sickness the little six year old girl had had 
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very serious trouble with her stomach, which nay prove to be tubercular, and 
Mrs. 3. Is also ill and Is expecting another child. The whole family seea 
utterly discouraged. Josephine says: "I have not been out with the girls 
for weeks* I don't have the heart to do anything. Sach year things are 
worse than the year before. What future have I ahead ?•* 

This last question is difficult to answer. Here is a case of a girl of 
good character with a record of conscientious work and with so»e trade train- 
ing, who because of family conditions over which she has no control, has been 
held back and discouraged and her physical condition undermined so that it is 

impossible for h r to do the work for which she is trained. She has lost 
courage, energy and hopo. Even her brilliant beauty is dimmed. All that 

u dor other circumstances might have developed has been crushed out. Her 

one ambition Is to earn enough money to keep starvation away. It is cruel 

waste and the world loses by it. 

Catherine C. 

Catherine a twenty year old Italian girl, lives on East 45th 3treet. The 
father is a saloon keepw? and the family occux^y five rooms over the s- loon 
on the first floor. There are ten children in the family, two girls and 
eight boys and the rooms are crowded to ©heir utmost capacity. 

Ur. C. is a big, good looking well dressed raan. As i. customary in 
Italian families, hfc is the ruling spirit and reitpis supreme over the child- 
ren and his wife. As is also very common, the mother in spite of her twaaity- 
five years in this country has learned very little of the language, speaking 
only the most broken English. She spends her time in h r h»e or in those 
of hor Italian neighbors and seems bewildered by the Americanization of her 
children. They are to hor almost strange beings, except of course, the younger 
ones, and she leaves all of their guidance and control in the hands of her 



husband. Her only duties are to prep-re food for their needs, to do her 
household tasks and care for the physical wants of her little ones. 

Catherine is the second oldest child. There is a boy of twenty-two 
and another of eighteen, wage earners besides herself. The other children 
are all under fifteen. They seen to be a toff? a » d healthy group—the boys 
noisy, boisterous and full of fun— the iris unusually attractive and well 
mannered. They have all attended the public school in the neighborhood and 
while the;; do not show any evidence of unusual brilliancy, they are apparently 
of average intelligence. The family bel ngs to the Boaan Catholic Church and 
attend services regularly. 

The home of the C f s is not an attractive one. It is neither orderly nor 
clean and there is no place that looks inviting. There is a little there that 
would attract and hold a girl upon her return from the day f s work. No room 
of her own of course, but more than that, not even a comfortable comer with 
an easy chair, in which to rest or read or sew. All the rooms are cluttered 
up, small and dirty children are climbing over all the furniture and the 
mother, also dirty and untidy, seems to be continually talking in a loud and 
complaining voice. It is a little wonder that the yougg people seek their 
amusement elsewhere. 

Catherine left the public school in the seventh grade at the age of four- 
teen in order to go to work. She received a position in a dress house as a 
learner at $3.50 a wee & remained here one year. She finally left as she 
was unable to make more money and secured a position vith a private dressmaker 
on Bast Fifty-second Street as an improver. 3he started hero at $4 and w s 
soon raised to $6. She proved an efficient worker and remained here for a 
year and a half when she a^ain felt that she couXd do better elsewhere and 
left. For two years, she worVed as finisher with a dressmaker on the West 3ide 
earning §9. Unfortunately at the end of this time, her mother was taken ill 
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and Catherine had to give up her work to "mind the house". She remained at 
home about a year and she haa just this winter returned to her last position. 

All the amusements of the C. family occur outside of the home. !The older 
boys congregate in the back room of the father's saloon, but the girls are not 
allowed to come there even as the bearers of messages. Catherine is especially 
fond of the movies and spends most of nor s>;are pennies on the tickets. This 
has often caused serious dissension in the house as the father believes it is 
dangerous for a girl to be out alone at all. Catherine is so unusuall pretty 
and b ight that she is much sought after by the boys in the neighborhood and 
is continually invited out to a dance. Mr. C. is amxious for his daughter to 
marry and so gives his consent to these parties whenever he happens to approve 
of the boy but unfortunately Catherine add her father often have opposing 
tastes. Several tlcaes the girl has threatened to leave homo after a serious 
quarrel but the trouble blows over quickly and matters are temporarily adjusted. 
However, the home is not a good one for a young and pretty girl who desires 
above all else, to have a good time. She is practically forced to se ek her 
pleasures outside of it and this in itself is a great source of danger. 
Althou^i her work references are exceedingly good there has of late been a 
change la her attitude toward her work; a feeling that it's a burden and that 
life should hold better things. Unless this girl Is more carefully guided, 
and given opportunity for more normal and happier good times, it is /uite 
possible that her value as a worker may be seriously impaired. 

Annie 3. 

Annie, aged twenty, Jewish, living on Clinton Street, has a bad home 
environment. The mother died when sho was a baby and h r father almost immed- 
iately married a^ain. 3he has four half sisters, and one half brother, all 
under working age. The t ;o younger children have been committed to an orphan 
hoae as it was impossible for the family to su ort them and the other children 
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have struggled along ?/ith insufficient food and unhappy home surroundings. 

Aftar his second marriage, Mr. 3. moved to 03 sing, !7.T. He was a fisher- 
man there &nd managed to keep the hone together until three years ago -then he 
died. Almost immediately, the mother brought the children to New York, and 
started a home in a tenement on T&st Second Street. Anna '.ma irjaed lately put 
to fork, and the money she earned was the only support of the family, save that 
which came from one boarder, a man who paid $8. a month. Annie had no education 
beyond 6B and was only fourteen years of age when she left school. Her first 
X^sition was aa an operator on ladies skirts on booster Street. She worked here 
for six months at piece work earning from $S« to $7 a week, and finally lost 
her position bee rase of illness, ffihen she became too ill to work h r mother 
had to secure a position. She began cleaning sho^ cases for a firm on Canal 
Street, where she earned §6 a week. As soon as Annie was better she went back 
to the same place where she worked for a period of three months t hen vork 
became slack. She has nevor held any other position or more than t\70 or three 
days, for whenever work picks up she is taken back again into her first position 

This winter, the family moved to their present home. £hej occupy three 
rooms for which they pay £10. 3?he house is dirty and badly kept and Mrs. 3. 
has a bad record among the neighbors, They say "she sin f t straight" and also 
that "she is a regular beggar" • She has appealed several times to the Charities 
for relief, but the investigator did not feel that it would be wise to give 
money in this case. The neighbors are also suspicious of Annie and say that she 
is out late at ni^it with men. ^he girl is unusually attractive. A rather 
frail type, and seems to be frank. As far as c n be determined by investiga- 
tions, there scenes to be little truth in the reports about the girl. They seem 
to be largely circulated by the mother. Effort has been made to take the girl 
out of the home and to get h r work with sufficient wage to support herself. 

but Annie clings to the surroungings that she knows and dreads to make any 



change at all. This la probably a case where the girl will not be success- 
ful in her trade life; she is untrained and seema to hare little or no ambition 
to supplement her education. Stoe is in delicate health and unable to stand 
the strain of hard work or the regularity of long hours. She has also a weak 
will and ia easily influenced by the x^eople with whom she lives. Her one 
ambition ia to "get married so I ?on*t have to work 1 *. 

Gertrude C. 

With a father refusing to support his family and conatantly cuarrelling 
with his children and a mother forced to go ott each day to work, home is not a 
very happy place for a you g girl. This has been the case of Gertrude and eight 
een ye r old American girl living with her parents in a suburb of New York. 

Mr. 0. has never been successful in making a good living for his family 
and for the last five or #ix years has refused to work. According to Gertrude 
he "gets cross over nothing and 3Colda all the time, but doesn't very often hit 
ua. He just scolds and scolds and scolds; nothing is ever right. We are all 
afraid of him, even ray mother". He demands that his *ife support him, but 
resents the fact that her work takes h^r oat of the home. Gertrude says the 
doctors think "there is something growing inside of his head" which may account 
for his irritability. The mother was born in "England and came to the United 
Statoa about eighteen years ago as at housemaid. For years after her marriage 
she went out to work by the day and for the past five years has had the entire 
support of her family. At the present time she goes out as a practical nurae 
for §15. a week and is rarely ever home except occasionally for three or four 
days between cases. Mrs. C. is a very superior wojaan. She is unusually kind 
and is so generous that according to her daughter "everybody takes advantage 
of it". 



Gertrude graduated from Grammar school at the age of sixteen with a good 
record. 3he enjoyed her work there and wished to go to High i school but her 
father objected so she w e ?:>laced out to work with a dressmaker, in White 
Plains. She worked there for four months receiving £3. a week. From there 
she went to another dressmaker where she remained for six months earning $5. 
She then secured a position in the City with an embroidery company, operating 
on trirraaing and embroidery where she earned $4.50. Gertrude has never been 
strong or well and for years has been unhappy in her home. In speaking of her 
chil Ihood she s$ys; "As a little child, I rem mber father was always good to 
mo and it is only perhaps the last six years that he has boon different. He 
is always cross from the time I get up until I go to bed. If mother were home 
it would be different. Ever since I left school he has found fault with me 
and said that I ou.*ht to get out to work and T?hen I get a Position he does not 
want me to go" . 

As a natural result of this unhappy home life, Gertrude began to seek amuse- 
ment elsewhere. It first she seemd to have sought for single good times with 
the boys and ^irls of the neighborhood, but later she began going with a bad 
crowd and reports came from her place of work that she was irregular in atten- 
dance. Finally one day she did not come home from work at all and her family 
were unable to trace her. The police in Hew York were notified and she was 
finally found in a furnished room on East 29th Street by one of the officers 
from the Bureau of Missing People. The £irl was then brought to a Detention 
Home for investigation. It was discovered that she had come to New York with 
a man who had lived in White Plains with whom she had been going unknown to 
her parents for several months. 3he gave as her reason M I jut couldn't 
stand the way things were at home. I have talked to mother and bftggtl her to 
get work for me away from home, but 3he always urged me to stay until she came 
again. Thursday I made up my mind I wo dd come to flew York, get a furnished 
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room and find work, so I O ot M". V. to brine ae- This morning I got a position 
on Twenty-ei$it Street, but to-ni^it the officer found me. I don't know how 
and brought me here . 

Gertrude is an unusually pretty girl f appearing rather young and childish. 
Her mother was sent for and when it was discovered that the mother was a good 
woman she was advised to make some change in her home conditions, so that she 
could see more of the girls and so they would not be forced to be so much with 
the father. Mrs. C. leased lately disposed of her house in TOite plains, came 
to New York and took a small apartment and secured day work with a physician 

who knew her . Gertrude found a position which sh<» kept for six weeks then 
married a young man, whom she had known for several months. The girl is now 

settled in her own home and conditions are very much better for her. 
Ida H: 

Ida is a fifteen year old Jewish girl who lives with her parents and 
three younge** brothers on Cherry Street. Tho father is a "dresser by pants" 
and when working received about $10 a week. This past winter he was out of 
work a great part of the time seldom earning more than $2. a weok. As Mrs. R. 
is not strong enou.^i to go out to work by the day, practically the entire 
support of the family has come upon Ida. 

Ida was born in 3ns sia and ha^ been i this country seven years. 3&e 
went to public school and reached the seventh grade. Just before h r fourteenth 
birthday she was taken out in order to earn money and help su, ort the family. 
She was placed in a novelty house on Grand Street whe^e she received $5. and 
she remained in this Position for seven months. Her employer said that she 
was an unusually bright girl and very faithful and interested in h r work and 
he seemed very sorry to have to lay her off. 



The family occupy three rooms for which they pay $12. a month. The tene- 
ment house Is In rery had repair; the halls often not lighted; the stairs 
broken and out of repair; and the sanitary conditions bad. Mrs. R. is a delicate 
woman and seems to have little ambition to keep the home and the children clean. 
This winter they have been often desperately in need of food and many days they 
only had one meal which was quite insafficient for their needs. According to 
the neighbors the father has been so weak for the lack of proper food that he 
has been unable to look for work. There was little clothing for the children, 

and because of this the younger boys were unable to go to school. For a long 
time, it bever seemed to accur to them to call upon the charities for aid and 

it was only by accident that the case was brought to the attention to the 
charitable organization and some temporary help secured for them. It was impos- 
sible to get a position for the girl as she was not yet sixteen and employers 
were not anxious to take a young girl when they could secure older ones. The 
girl was pi ced in a relief sewing room where she earned sixty cents a day and 
on this small amount the family lived until about a month ago, when the father's 
-ork began to pick up and he was able to earn $8 or $6 a week. 

The conditions under which Ida lives are unspeakable. The rooms are dark, 
dirty and badly ventilated and there is inadaquate furniture to meet the needs 
of the family. The three boys sleep In the bedroom wi^h the mother and fathefc 
and Ida sleeps in an unmade bed in a dark room. The kitchen which is used as 
a living room has an old broken table wiich is continually covered with unwashed 
dishes; three chairs, one without a back and a stove which has a parent ly hever 
been blacked. The mother speaks no English and when a visitor is conversing 
?;ith other members of the family, does not even seem interested enou^i to ask 
what she wants. However, in the last month decided improvement has b en shown 
probably because Ida has become more ambitious and is trying to teach her mother 



more of the American standards of living. 

Until t is winter, Ida has had no friends of her own age and no amusements 
at all. she is a rather quiet, shy girl. About two months ago, she joined a 
club of girls and it has been pitiful to see how nuch she has developed. She 
did not even know how to talk to other girls when she first joined and wo Id be 
quite scared if anyone took any interest in her. Little by little she has in- 
creased in confidence and a short time ago was discovered out in the hall with 
another girl trying to learn to dance. This seems to be the case of a girl 
who is bright willing and faithful and who under the proper influence v/ould 
blossom out into a happy and efficient girl. Her laci- of ambition, and he * 
shyness, previous to this time seens to he largely the result of a depressing 
home environment. 

Mollie 3. 

Another case similar to th t of Ida is Hollie who lives in the 3ama house 
on Cherry Street. Mollie is sixteen years old, was born in Hussia and came to 
this country four years ago with her parents and two brothers and three siaters» 

r 

She graduated from public school after being in attendance there for three years. 
She went to work at the ago of fifteen in a firm on Willett Street as a finisher 
on vests earning &6. a week and stayed there for nine months. She was laid off 
this past winter because business was slow. It has been absolutely impossible 
for her to secure another position partly because conditions were bad and largely 
because her father, who is a very orthodox Jew will not allow the children to 
work on Saturday. 

The home life has been very unhappy. The father drinks heavily and abso- 
lutely refus9s to do any worX. He has destroy d all of the childrens* respect 
for him and what is more serious their religion, because "his religion don«t do 
him any good. He keeps right on drinking. All it ever does for us is to keep 
us out of work. Tou cannot 
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118 out of work. You cannot got a job if you don't work Saturdays and if >ou 
do tret anything it is in 3 one awful place down here, and I want to work up 
town M r The mot ier who speaks no TSnglish and who is very much afraid of the 
father, will do nothing to help the children to secure the independence for 
which they long. The children seem to be waiting to be old enough to leave 
too home entirely and Make their own living, the nineteen year old boy has 
already done this, but the other children are still fretting u dor the present 
conditions. 

The family occupy three rotoa on the fourth floor for which they pay *9 
a soath. The rooas are sfaall and dark and dirty, and there is no incentive to 
keep them in any other condition. The three sirls sleep in tho inner root*. 
The boys in tho kitchen and the parents have a bed in tho living roora. This 
winter the family income has been only £3. a week Jod there have been many 
days when it was Impossible for them to jjet sufficient food to meet their needs. 
Owing to the fact that the father was able-bod iod and only lost his position 
through drink, it was liapossibio to secure money frora any re.iif organization, 
so long as the mother insisted upon living with hi ^he efore, it ma lecessary 
to place Mollie in one of the sewing roons whoro she could bria^ home to 
the family. The girl will probably never hr.ve much of a future as she has no 
will and seems to lack ambition. She ie rather ft pretty girl and ie very fond 
of tne boys ami likes to 09 to aft? lag picture "stows* and dances with them. 
She says *3 do not have to pay anything for them. I can always get some follows 
to take me". She stays out very 1 .te at &lgtlt on the streets and glw*JS as her 
excuse tho fact that she can't stand her home. Unless tho girl la placed in 
▼*ry different surroundings it sin Id sesni as though her chances for "making 
good" and livin . ri;iX kind of a life, ~ere vory slijht. 
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Minnie W. 

Since the death of her father, the sefcious responsibility of the family 
has fallen ur on Minnie # s shoulders. tJn^x that time, while there was poverty 
and anxiety yet it was possible for Minnie to continue school and later to 
receive special training. However, after his death, three years ago, Minnie 
and her older sister were forced to support the family. 

Minnie was born in Hu^fcia and came to this country twelve years aog with 
hor parents. She went to the public school until the sixth grade and then to 
Hebrew Technical School where she look a course in dressmaking for a year. 
She has a record for faithfulness, but little else in h r favor. According 
to he 1 * teachers, she was vory 3low to learn and very inaccurate in detail. 
She Add not seem at all fitted for the work she had chosen to do. 

when sixteen years eld, Minnie too 1 ^ her first position with a firm on 
Sixth Avenue as a preparer earning $4 a week. She secured this through the 
school agency. She remained two months, "became discontented with the wages 
and loft in order to look for a pice whore she would be able to earn more 
money. In this search, she was very unsuccessful for several months. PlnaE p 
she secured a position as finisher with a privato d re maker, but -for the same 
amount of *4. This tirae, she managed to remain three months and a^aln was di sat- 
isfied. Once more she was out of ?ork and only by appealing again to the school 
did she secure another position as finaiher at £4 a week. This ti-ne she seemed 
to have realised the necessity of holding th? position an' she remained with 
this firm eleven months when business became dull and as hor work was of the 
low grade, she was among the first to bo laid off. As it was impossible to 
secure a position for hor, she wn? placed in a relief sewing room for two 
nonth3 when she again secured a position as a rinisher this time at £4.50 
a week. 
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Minnie livos with her mother, older sister and two younger brothers 
in three dark rooms on Brooae Street. The rent of this tenement is $10.50 
a month. As it has been impossible for the family to meet this expense, for 
nearly a year, the amount has been paid by the Charities. The mother is a 
feeble woman, who speaks very little 3nglish and who seems incapable of 
assuming any responsibility toward hor family, either in keeping the house 
clean or in cooking proper food for the ch ; ldren. The only other source of 
income Is that brought In my Minnie. The two boys are stili in school and 

tho mother is counting upon the time when they will be fourteen and able to 
help in the support of the family. There is nothing attractive? about the 
home or about the family life to create ambition. Minnie frequently admits 
th r t she does not like her home. Her one aiT is to be married and "get out 
of it". She spends most o£ her time on the streets, hanging around the 
entrances of moving picture houses in the hopes of being invited to enter, 
or walking up and down the streets arm and arm, with a girl chum, looking 
for excitement. 

There seems to bo little one is able to do for this elrl, because she 
hasn't ambition enough to escape from her environment. "While she doesn't like 
her home surroundings, she does nothing to better them. The girl hopes that 
some day a miracle will happen and " something nice will happen to me". 



Fannie If* 

Faneie is a much more ambitious girl than her sister Minnie. She is just 
as unhappy in her home life and ju t as discontented with her work and the 
wages, but oho does not intend to live in these conditions all her life. She 
realizes that in order to do better work and to get better pay she must stu$y 
and so she is trying to supplement her meagre education by going to night 
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school and by *fc*inf? advantage of ^wiatcver educational opportunities the city 
offers. 

When ah© was fourteen years old she was taken out of school and put to 
work a a on 3p ntor in a dress house at $6 and has reisained in that ease posi- 
tion for the last three ;;ears, earning at the present tiiae *7.50. "Just as 
soon Ml tfcsea are better* I a^a going to leave and see if I can't get a place 
wUh more aoney. I now 1 as a good operator and I should be earning *9. 
but tws need the money vej* sa*oh now so I don f t dare give up this r>!aee. Tou 

see, there is only aty sister Min io besides ae e^rnih^ aoney and we have a 
^iard tinie." 

In the evenings, vfcilo her sister is out *?ith har friends, Fannie is 
wither r?t night school or studying at home or mending the clothes of the 
younger children. She makes al . of her own dresses and soae of tho childrens. 

Although having the aa^o inheritance and environment a the other aezabers 
of the family, this girl is far superior in aentailty to any of the others* 
Shs is the center about ^hich the fsmily moves and without her it is doubt- 
ful whether the,; *?ould be able to saint a In the howe. 

Sarah 5. 

Seventeen year old 3&rah is a can so of dissension snd unhappiness in 

the hoae iwioro she lives with her father, step-ssother and six brothers and 
sisters. After ft visit to the crowded tenement house on Avenue B. one wonders 
10 such she can be blamed for coaplaintag of the lot and seeking pleasure 

and awu^eoent elsewhere. 

&r. and Urs. B. were borr, in Rucr-ia and cane here when very young. The 
children were bora la this country. Four years tgo the mother died and within 
three pent ha, the father rarrisd agnia. The younger children were cosnitted to 
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th4 Orphan Asylum, but a year ago were taken back into the home. 

The father is an "operator by pants' 1 and /hen working earns $10 a week. 
This winter, however he has averaged between fSt and $3, and many weeks has 
received no pay at all. The oldest boy is on the road and is entirely indep- 
endent of the family income. The two oidest girls, Lena and Sarah are oper- 
ators on ladies wiists and when at work, during this past winter, have received 
$5. a week. A young boy, aged fourteen has ju; t been taken out of school to 
be put to ^ork. The three little children are still in the public school. 

The tenement house in which they li^e im very old and in b;id condition. 
The stairs are out of repair and the halls badly lighted and the vrhole place 
so filthy that it is alrao t impossible to stand the odor. Tho family occupy 
three rooms in the rear of the fourth floor. These rooms are light but very 
small and apparently are only cleaned once a week when the family ^raparo 
for the Jewish services on Friday nights. Mr. and Mrs. B. and the two youngest 

children, aged ei^it and eleven, occupy the only bedroom. Sarah am) Lena have 
a bed in the itchen and tho boy his a small dark room to himself. ?he rent 
of this tenement is $11. There is very little furniture. The floors are 
uncarpeted, the chairs are broken and there is no attempt to make the homo 
attractive. 

The step-mother see; is to hare no ambition and s panda mo t of the time, 
regretting the fact ,aat "iay saan had ^even children. f? 3ho claims thu.t is she 
had known what 3he was "getting into" she would never have married him. She 
seems, however, to be good to tLhc children, because she is "afraid to touch 
the kids as my husband threatened to lock me up if I did"* 

There is very little real family li ~e in this home. f x r ae old^r children 

» 

are out every nijht, and tho younger child on have no lovo or respect for 
either of their parents. The only time tfhe family come to ^cther is on Friday 
nights, when they hold strictly to the customs of the orthodox Jew. Kvery 
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Friday, the children hurry home from school to elean the house while the 
mother gets down four or five brass candle sticks and shines them and fills 
them with fresh candles. During the past winter, the members of the 
family went without proper food so that they mi^lt save up money for the 
feast of the Passover. "Why, It will cost us between $15 and $20 just to 
do what wo think 13 necessary. You see I have to have everything painted 
and I have to buy new dishes, and mat 20 1 lis and though we may be ppor, we 
k»ow how to do things rijxt. 3fo. The children don't like to keop the 
holidays as well ve do, but we make then. That's the trouble with this 
country. The ^irla make fun of all the things their folks believe in. I 
will be ^ad when thoy are grown up one can do for fehetaselves, because I am 
Sick of it all". 

Sarch went to public school but left in the fifth grade, "ho then went 
to work in a dress house on Snst Twenty-second Street 7?here she worker] for 
a year. For a time, she received $12. a woe}: as aa operator on waists. There 
was a fire in the building and the fir went, out of business. 9he then went 
to • dreis company on West Twenty-f ourth Street, where ehm remained for two 
years, receiving a week until she was laid off. This winter she has only 

held temporary positions. -&1 though she had been oat of work for three months, 
she absolutely refused to tafce a temporary nosition at $5. a week oven v^hen 
the fnjnily were on the point of starvations aVnd were forced to accept help 
from the Charities. Her idea of the world is that it owes her a living and 
she becomes greatly incensed if help is refused. She is the type of a girl 
ta t wo Id easily become dependent. 

Just before Christmas, Sarah was placed temporarily in a private relief 
sewing room, where she was paid fifty cents an afternoon for two afternoons 
a week. Oue day when she had temporary work give her, she came to the work 
room about an hour beforo dlosing time slipped into i seat In the back of the 
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roca, without being noticed and received her money for the afternoons 
work. When it was discover d, she seemd to think that is was a legitimate 
thing to have done. She needed the money and it was right to got ill in any- 
way, it took a long tine to convince her that it was dishonest. About a 
week later she came to the sewing room and asked to be allowed to sew an 
afternoon for nothing as she was ashamed of the other episode and wanted 
to "make good". 

For amusement, Sarah depends upon the streets. She has a great many 

friends in the neighborhood and just as soon as she has had her supper she 
starts out and goes to their homes or to a moving picture house or dance 
hail. When she was working and earning $12. a week, she gave $5. a week to 
the family and spent the rest upon clothes or good times. She had no sense 
of responsibility or an idea of saving for the future. Her main complaint 
this winter has been not that the family were having hard tines, but ?f I 
cannot go out anymore or have any fun". 

Sarah is an interesting and common type of girl. She is strong and 
apparently capable of holding positions whenever she wishes to, but she is 
lacking in a senr;e of responsibility and in reverence for her family, the 
latter largely due to the fact that the me ibers )f her family do not inspire 
admiration. 3he is also easily influenced by her associates. For her wro 
good, it would seem important to get her a position which would interest 
and keep her busy and occupied. 

Margaret C. 

Margaret Is a fifteen year old, Irish girl, ohe was found in the Grand 
Central Station by one of the v/orker of the Travelers Aid early this winter. 
She refused to give her name or the address of aor aunt in th a city with 
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whom she lived, but finally {save the fictious name of "Tootsie O'Brien". 
3he was tak n to the VTashington Square Homo for the ni$vt. Upon investi- 
gation it was found that her mother was a French woman and had died seven 
years before an her f ther of Irish descent five years before. Margaret 
7v 1th two brothers and sisters were p^ivon into tho care of an aunt. oince 
that time all the other children have died, one killed in an accident; the 
others sorjffl to have suffered FSran congenital weakness. This aunt proved to 
be k very bad and cruel ^oruan. She drank heavily and was intoxicated part of 
the time. Hot only that but she wai openly leading an imnoral life, living 
with another iaan besides her husband, ifargarst was abused and forced to 
give all her wages to her aunt, who did not even allow the girl money for 
food, llie janitress in the house where the fnmilv lived s&md she often found 
Margaret locked out in the hall all nl^txt and »ould taJs? her into her room 
with her. 

It is difficult to describe the hose conditions under which Margaret 
lived. The family "have moved constantly in the five years since the death 
of U^rga.ret # s father. F-rt of the tine, l!rs. C. was living in the basement 
b&cK of a coal cellar. Margaro has lived at the i>rerfent address the longest 
tiara of all. It is a three roonj apartment on Weat nineteenth 3treet. 3he 
is a RomuA Catholic and attended a church on fc'eat Fifty-ninth 3treet regularly 
going bo oonfessioaoftan. She had revived her education at a r>arochial 
school on West Trenty-fifth Street and had reaced the sixth grade when she 
left and took a position on ? Ifth Avenue, and left there to go to a firm as 
as a slip .stitcher on piece -7ork. Here 3he enroed *10 a week, iter employer 
said she was an excellent worker, bat not at all t>o be depended upon, and he 
was not certain that she was honest. Thero had b^en a series of thefts 
committed at the factory and whilo he had no proof he discharged Margaret 
with two or three other girls who were under suspicion. Margaret gave as the 



reason for Tier discharge, her iarpndenoe to the forewoman. She was out 
of work for tv>c months aiw thm necnred a position on Grand Street as a 
slip stitcher at $6 a week. 

When it was (Hseovered the kind of home from which Margaret came the 
girl waa not forced to go back to it hut bo rd was secured for her at a 
girls* hoarding homo at $$«5$ a week. Ihe ar^ron of the homo was inter- 
ested iu Iter story and (*ave her ev or y opportunity possible to ''make good". 
However, Jtargaret cdmc^t immediately le t hor position because of aer 
untidiness and lack of punctuality. %e was then placed in the Manhattan 
Trade ic&ool as a helper in one of the sewing rooms. The teachers in charge 
there reported taat she ©id very good work bat that she war, cfton out a day 
or came late ana that it w^s impobsibie to keep her. In the meantime, 
Margaret was foreeu to leave the hone. Another room was secure d for her on 
East Seventeenth Street. 

It was decided later that possibly a stronger influence slight be brought 
to bear on Margaret, The priest was interested in the girl and he tried to 
do what he could to show her the foolishness of her ways, but un fortunately 

he was no more successful than any other friends of the girl had been. The 
girl was feeling 90 strongly her first freedom that she did not have the 
good judgment nof* to abuse it. She was out until .11 hours of the ni^ht, 
was accused of stealing articles froaa tho £irls in the house, and it as 
absolutely impossible for her to kee;> a position although she was capable 
of doing the v/ork. She ma not really a bad girl only irrospors ible and 
very much in need of Btrict training and supervision. Finally u^on the 
advice of the priest It was decided to place the ^irl In a Oath© lie Home 
where she would receive * he snpe vision and ina true t ion which ahe &o much 
needed. As she was under age, she wa~ plaoed in the 90t)l*tp <or the Pre- 
vention of Cruelty to Children and was later admitted throu^i thft Children's 



Court to a Catholic home on Bast nwmty-f irst street for a period of 
two months and farther commitment depended upon her behavior while there. 
In loss than a week, the Mother Superior said that it would be impossible 
to keep the girl there any longer as she was demoralizing the whole house 
and was a bad example for the other girls. 3he was then referred back to the 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Child -en, where she is at the 
present time waiting for disposition of her case. 

Margaret is all uiusunlly attractive looking girl. She i3 small and 
slight with brown hair and brown eyes and is always ready to lau^h and 
raal-ce friends. She is eveddntly suffering from a bad inheritance and has 
had no proper environment to counteract the 3ffects. 



Eva L. 

For over a year now Eva has been the only somber of the family fcf nine 
to earn any money. The father who had a pushcart business was taken ill 
and has^b aen unable to work for two years, ^here are six little brothers 
all under fourteen and the mother Is tec Lusy in the home to go out to do 
any work. Therefore, the seventeen year old girl must providefor the 
family. 

Of course, it lias been imp ssible for Eva to do this alone aad it has 
been necessary for variouj organizations to help them. The Hebrew Charities 
have at different times paid the -ent. Through a girls» club to which 3va 
belongs, help has been give her at different tines for clothing or for 
coal when there was any special need. In spite of this aid, however, it 
has been a hard struggle and the t,irl shows the effects of the strain. 

Bva attended public shcool i.nd left at the age of ^seventeen v?hen she 
was in the seventh grade to go to work. 3he secured a position aa a hara- 

stitcher in a waist house, stalrting at $4,50 and was soon advanced to $6. 
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She kept this position for four months, vrtien she was laid off. After having 
only te*3pora ry positions for two or three weeks, with weeks of unemployment 
between, she was taken aack again into the firm whore she stalrted asain at 
$6 a week. She remained here this time for six months, Doing raised to $7 
toward the end of this period. Her employer beaame very much interested 
in her and ^hen he learned the circumstances of her home life, he made it n 
point to keep her just as lon^ as he could keep any of his ^irls in the slow 
season* Often when business was bnd^ he would keep her at least three days 
a week. Often ho loaned her rcon^y and one summer, not only ^ve her h r va- 
cation, but paid her board for part of the tine. Largely through th a interest 
of this man, V, has been possible for TSva to work in this ease place -'or three 
years as a hemsti teller, although the employment has been far from regular* 
The conditions under which the girl lives are poor ^nd far from 
ideal. There is often not en mgh food for the children and several *lnes this 
past winter, the little boys have been kep home fro: nchool because they 
have not had enough <warm clothing to wear. Krs. L. is quite dlseoaragjl by 
the .struggle and is often £o depressed that the members of the family are 
quite unable to cheer hor up. ^oth^r cries so much. Almost every night, 
when I go hone from ^vork, I find her crying, and that makes the children un- 
hapny. It doesn't seem to make any difference how things are Going, mother al- 
ways feels ju t the same about them. If I an not 'orkinj, then she does not 
Know how we are going to get along and if I as working, then she doesn't know 
ho we are going to live on my Traces. 3he as had such a hard tin e, she 
doesn't seem to be able to cheer up any more", ftte father, who it? suffering 
from very severe rheumatism, is either at the hoapital, or lying around the 
house, suffering. Four of the boys are in school and the other two are still 
too young to go. All of these nine people are crowded into three small, dark 
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and di~ty rooms. Everything about the hone is unattractive and it is a 
wonder that 30 fine a girl could come from such surrounding. 

Eva has very little time for amusement, as well as no money to spend 
for it. Pour evenings a week she attends evening school and the fifth she 
goes to a girls* club, which is her one tine for being with young people. 
Considering the fact that she baa bo little money to spend on clothing, 
she looks remarkably ^ell-dressed. A short time ago, a woman who became 
Interested In her, fp.ve h r a suit. It was the first hew suit that Eva 
h^s had for six year;? and she was over- joyed. With great pride she showed 
to everybody the ^anamak^r's label on the coat. "You see, I have always had 
my suits trm a pushcart or sometimes from a little store in Hester 3treet. 
It i3 wonderful to h-we one from Wanaraaker's. % wish I could wear the label 
on the front.* 

^Thcre se c ?ms to be only one serious fault to find withsva. She is very 
easily influenced and unfortunately sho has become v ry devoted to another 
girl, who Is a vi?lcnt L-ocialist. This influence Is far from cood. Often, 
after Eva ias been with this {^l**1, she wtll be almost impossible to manage; 
anxious to give up her aosition, whicli is an unusually ^od one. She will 
talk about the w vorld owinj mo a lot" and is quite different from her normal 

self. 

Effort Is beinr made at the present time to keep these girls apart. 
Aside Trom this, Svs is capable of doing good ^ork, and should be a success 
in spite of nor unhappy home conditions. 

lUsafrttli C. 

Elizabeth is 8 pretty twenty year old Italian girl who has been in the 
dressmaking trade for almost five years. She left the public school when in 
the seventh grade for the rSggose of going to work and helping the family. 



She was enxious to hare some special training, I ut felt that she could not 
afford the time as the family were in desperate need and she wanted to be a 
real help. She secured a position with a dressteaking firm on Eighty-fifth 
Street as a learner starting at $3. and finally receiving $4. Here she 
remained for eight months, learning every possible thing she could and left 
because "there wasn f t any opportunity for learning more. I could have stay- 
ed there all the rest of my life and never been a better dressmaker". Her 
next position was at hand sawing for $5 a week. She remained here for five 
months and left as she was able to secure a nosition where she earned from 
$6 to $7 a week. She remained in this position a year and a half. She be- 
came very discontented because she was expected to deliver the things and 
did not like the idea of being an errant girl. She left here, unfortunately 
at a time when the season was slow. Then followed several temporary positions 
where she earned from $7 to $8 a week but only remained a month or two month... 
For three months she was out of work and finally went bac>c to the firm where 
she had been for the year and a half and began again at $5. Of course, she 
was very much discouraged and felt that there was very little future when at 
the ead of four years was earning practically the same amount as when she 

began. 

Elizabeth lives with her father and mother, three younger sisters and 
one brother in a four room tenement on East Pourty-flrst Street, Her father 
is a driver and is out of work a great deal of the time and does verynlittle 
to support the family. He is not very kind to the children and is very 
strict with Elizabeth and very suspicious of anything she does. Several times 
the girl has threatened to lieave home, because "I am always being pic:ed 
on". The mother generally acts as peace-maker in cases like this, but dares 
not take the side of the ;irl very definitely. The younger children also 
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have trouble at home and are very unhappy there. 

Mrs. C. is a very good housekeeper, ^he rooms are kept clean and an 
attempt is made to keep them attractive as well, ifee mother is very anxious 
for the girls to stay in at night as there is so much trouble with the father 
if they go out and in order to raako them glad to remain at home, she seems to 
realize the necessity of allowing them to lave their friends there. However, 
in spite of her wisdom in this matter, she does not use very good judgment 
in other respects. She takes all of the girl's wages and then makes her ask 
for every thing she needs. This has been a great hardship to both Elizabeth 
and her sister, and it has led in two different instances, to their concealing 

from their parents any raise which they receive. For six months, Elizabeth 
brou^it home one dollmr less than she was actually receiving, although the 

family thought she was turning over her entire pay envelope. 

This is not the only way in which the girl has deceived her parents. 
She is always giving reasons for going out evenings, that are incorrect. 
She says that she is going to the home of a friend in the neighborhood, and 
instead meets the boys and girls on the corner and goes to the "movies* of 
walks up and &o*m the avenue in search of a good time. However, she se ms 
to have no desire for anything that is really wrong, simply is anxious for 
all the pleasure and amusements which mean so much to a girl of her age. 

Unfortunately, the relation between Elizabeth and her parents is begin- 
ning to be more strained as the years go on. She more and more realises 
that after five years of h-ird work, she should have some independence. 
Elizabeth is anxious to be married an order to escape from the drudgery of 
her home life. 
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Catherine B. 

Catherines father keeps a fruit stand on ifeilrd Avenue- He has been 
in this snail place for years and is able to make enough money to support 
his wife and younger children. The older ones, however, have to go to work 
as soon as they reach the age of fourteen. Catherine was born in New York 
sixteen years age of Italian parents. She graduated from public school and 
entered a trade school where she took a course in dressmaking and graduated . 
She iiLied lately secured a position with a private dressmaker at §5 a week and 
ic at the present time earning $9. She has been with this firm for two 
years and her record is good. Her employer says "She does such careful work 
I am always sure that she will never spoil anything. She has become a very 

valu-ble worker and I hope to keep her with rae. M There se^ms to be a future 
for this girl, as she learns quickly and will soon be able to do more respon- 
sible work. Catherine is very bappy in her work and eager to "make good*. 

The home life of the family is not very happy. Mr. B. has a violent 
temper and has wife and his children seem very much afraid of him. "I never 
know what mood he will come home in. Some nights he is just as nice as he 
can be and then other nights, we are afraid to say anything to hira. He won*t 
let ae go out at all at ni^it, so I have to sneak out. Then there is trouble 

if he finds it out*. 

Besides Catherine, there is a nineteen year Id girl, who is constantly 
ill. She has been in the hospital for a great part of the last two years and 
has 1 itely developed tuberculosis. She was sent away to a convalescent home 
for three months, but came back little better for the change. She is now at 
home and the mother does what she can to supply her with eggs and milk and to 
follow out the directions given by the doctor. Unfortunately, the girl shares 

the same room with Catherine and is La imost impossible to make the mother 
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see the dagger of this. A twelve year old girl and an ei^it year old boy 
are atill in school and seem to be healthy normal children. However, they 
"run wild on the streets" and have very little respect for the authority of 
their parents. The only power they recognize is the anger of the father. 

The house, itself, is very unattractive. It is not kept clean and seems 
to be all cluttered up with a great many useless articles of furniture and 
bric-a-brac and ornaments. There are no signs of desperate poverty, but the 
whole homo is influenced by the indolence of the mother and the fear of the 
whole family for the father, Catherine openly admits that she is unhappy 
there. ,f I just hate it. I am so happy while I am rrorking and then I have 
to go home to that. If it weren't for my sistefc, I don't think I could stand 
it, but I am so serry for her. It oust be dreadful not to be able to get 
out and away from it. When I think of her at home all day In that awful 
place, I know I can stand It. I wouldn't leave her for the world, Some day, 
I am afraid my father will turn me out, because I just can't stand all he 
says to me". 

It is rather hard when one feels this way about her home to have to turn 
in almost all of ones money to the support of the home. This is the case with 
Catherine. When she brings home her $8 or $9 a week, she is only allowed to 
keep about §2 of it; fhe rest is given ri$it over to the father, T/hen 
Catherine needs clothes she has to ask for them. "I just have to beg and 
beg and it does seem hard after I have worked and earned it all, I sometimes 
think I can't stand it much longer." 

Florence L. 

Florence is a draper by trade and a very successful one. She graduated 
from public school and rant immediately to work in a dress house as an exam- 
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iner and later as a draper. In her first place she was paid $5 a week, but 
belore she was with the ftxa a year she was earning $15. althou^i she was 
only sixteen years old. ->he remained in this position for three years and 
three months only leaving when the fixxn *ent out of business. After a week 
she secured a position as an examiner in a cloak and suit house t&is time 
at $10 a week and is still holding that position. Her first employer said 
"I have never had a better worker. She is never late and is always willing 
and can be dei>ended upon. I am sorry th*t we are going out of business, but 
I know she will secure a position at once." 

Unfortunately Florence is not very happy in her home life. There are 
nine in the family and they have five rooms in an old-law tenement on Avenue 
B. The father and two sisters are working so there is a sufficient income to 
keep the little home, but there is little harmony in their life. The mother 
and father are not happy together and the children are jealous of each other 
and quarrel continually. The rooms are mo t unattractive and are not kept 
clean. Florence is rarely home in the evening. She has a great many friends 
and is able to save enough money to spend on good times with them. 3he comes 
home in time for dinner and leaves iramediately afterwards and does not return 
again until eleven or after at nt^it. She goes to the moving picture houses 
and to a number of dance halls in the vicinity but she is careful to choose 
the better class of both of these. She is also a member of a settlement house 
club and attends the meetings and the social evenings regularly. Occasionally 
she "goes up- town for a show ??ith a crowd." Judt at present she is "keeping 
company" and expects to be married in a few months. "I can hardly wait until 
I have a home of my own, when I can have nice things. I have never known what 
it was to have pretty things around me or to have people peaceful and Happy. 
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We are going to hav* a little tenomnnt in the Bronx and I am going to have 
once in my life a real home." 

The L'a are orthodox Hews and on lriday nights Florence or the other 
children are not allowed to heave the house. For a long time, the father made 
very serious objecjy^ns to Florence working Saturdays, but when he discovered 
that she would not be able to earn very much »aoney or to hold any position 
he withdrew his refusal. The Friday gathering is about the only time that the 
family meet together. 

Luckily, Florence is very ambitious. She has continued stuydlng in the 
nigit schools and seises every opportunity in hor place of work to learn more 
and to advance herself. It in probable that in h»r new life, conditions will 
be far superior to those from which she came. 

Katie P. 

According to Katie's mother "that child has been in mischief ever sine© 
she wa3 born". This is still tr£ of Katie and promises to be al-ays true. 
The girl is a bright happy-go-lucky and careless. She has no respect for 
any law or authority and absolutely refuses to feel any responsibilities 
resting upon her. Like os many girls of this type, she is popular with her 
friends but unfortunately she is not wise in the choice of company and is in 
constant danger of getting into serious trouble. 

ttitie was bora in Italy sixteen years ago and came to this country when 
a small child with her father and mother. She has now four younger sistere 
all under working age and one baby brother. The father works in a little 
restaurant, but is unable to mate enou^i money to keep a comfortable home, 
for his family. Therefore just as soon as Katie was fourteen years old, 
although she was only in the seventh grade she was taken from school and sent 
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to work* Her first position was in a dress hous* aa a learner at $4. a week. 
She remained in this position for three months and gave as hor reason for 
leaving the fact that the work was slow, Unfortunately, it was discovered 
that hhe h.d entirely too goad times with the other girls rwfrfng -ith her 
and that she waa insubordinate and was laid of • . She then drifted into another 
drees house earning thia tine :3he remai ed for a month, then had a quar- 

rel with the forelady and was sent away. For three months, ahe drifted from 
pliice to place staying a few days in one place or a week in another and not 
"Making good" anywhere, fhen she decided that she was tired of sewing and 
weald try something else. She seucred a posit 'on in an envelope factory 
as a clerical worker* but she aaid W I just got tired of doing: the same thing 
all the time, I din*t see the use of it and I thcu^it I would like to try 
to be a saleslady. You can see so much going on there" . In pursuit then 
of this excitement* she foxuid a position as a s lee ;irl in a small depart- 
ment store on Sixth Avenue. She remained there exactly oh© week. The mana- 
ger said it was impossible to kee her becuase she talked all of the time 
with the other girls and paid little attention to the customers unless by 
any chance it was a man ^ho wae buying. Katie wa: quite d located with life 
as a salesgirl and decided that after all hor own trade was best, she drifted 
back into a dress house as a finisher. Luckily, she was laced at piece work 
and this seemd to have a real interest for the *irl. She found a reason for 
paying attention to her ork and when at the end of a woek or two she found 
she could make *9 ahe wa elated. She has held that position for o er six 

months, although occasionally the forelady has to interfere when the quarrels 
between Katie and her fellow workers become too violent. 

When working hours are over, fflttio is always in trouble. In the first 
place, she cainot got along with hor father, who holds strictly to the 
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Italian ideas that girls should stay at homo, The girl openly defies hia 
and v/ill walk out of the house and down to the street, leaving him protest- 
ing at the head of the stairs. Sometimes she is allowed to go undisturbed 
and at other times, the father beats her and makes her stay ir . There is 
no regularity In the policy pursued so Katie always "takes a chance to get 
away". Once on the streets, she meets a crowd of friends many of them boys 
who take her to the moving picture houses or to dance halls, for a little 
time she will forget the life which she openly hates. Unfortunately, this 
crowd with which she goes is a lawless one. Many of the other girls have 
gotten into tnoub ie and by joining them, Katie is in great moral danger. 

Her home life is not very attractive. The four rooms are dirty and 
untidy. The c&ildren are quarreXlsome. The mother is a sickly tired woman 

who seems unable to <*%pe ~'ith t2ie situation and the father either very ugly 
or strangely indifferent to the needs of his family. There is desperate 

poverty and little happiness in this life. Unless, Katie can be taken away 
from it and placed in surroundings where she will learn that she must recog- 
nize authority and yet where there is some brightness there is grave dnager 
that she will not only fail in her work, out will gradually drift into an 
immoral life. 

Mollis F. 

Kollie lives with her father and three sisters in four small rooms over 
a Hungarian resta^irant on East Fourth Street. The father runs this restaurant 

and the girls spend a great deal of their time there, either helping him or 

■ 

fooling with the men who congregate nightly. The father ie a big rourh 
man who allows his daughters to live their lives very much as they please 
and who is not at all concerned when the girls meet the wronj kind of men in 
hi 3 restaurant. 
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The house la dark and dirty and the girls are too busy having a good time 
to take proper care of the hoaev Their evenings they spend in the moving 
picture houses. There are three on the same block with them. On Saturdays 
thoy go to dances in the near-by halls and there is little time left to keep 
the home attractive. 

Mollis was born in Bosnia eighteen years ago, but cane to thsi country 
when she was qaite young. She graduated from public school and went one year 
to High school, then left to take a position as an operator starting at $5 
a week. 3he held this position for four months when she changed to a position 
paying $6 and later $8. She has held this same place for two years and a 
naif. Although she does very (rood work, she very much dislikes it anc complains 
bitterly that she his to rorl: lo hard every day. "Some girls have s:> easy 
jobs and sit around and loaf all the day, but I have to work every minute. 
I wish I could have been a clerical worker, but I just happened to get into 
this and I suppose I will keep ri^it on dojng it. The girl next me t ;ot mar- 
ried last week anc so she escaped. That f s what I am going to do some day". 

%e girl is be ;inning to go with a ver7 rough crowd of boys and girls. 
She is popular with them because of her attractive personal appearance and 
hoi? willingness to have a good time. She has no use for a girl r?ho ie "too 
fussy about her friends. I can take care of myself and I want a good time and 
there is no other -way a girl can set it on $8 a week unless she accepts things 
from men. I guess if anyone .mnts to take me to a dance he won't have to 
ask me twice. Ho. I don't *o anything at all about the h uoekeepin,;. My 
sister is supposed to do that but she is Ireping company ana is no ^od at 
all. We get along alright thout^a, because we eat down stairs with father 
and there is nothing to do in the houje, except to spread up the beds.* 
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It can easilu be seen there is no home life in this family. Ecxh 
member goes his or her independent way • The home is merely the shelter for 
the night. There is a good deal of jealousy between the .sisters. They are 
lubxied with the same mad desire for excitement and each one envies the other 
a £#od time. It is strange that Mollie f o rork record had not been more 
varied, since she i3 so absorbed in a life so entirely apart from her work. 
As y^t, however, she sooras to be ab$« to attend to her daily work and to 
hold the position which she has. 
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The Girl with a Good Home Environment. 



Augusta K. 

Augusta is a bright attractive little seventeen year old Jewish girl 
who lives with her parents in a very comfortable home on East Ei^it-first 
Street. While the family have always had to save and to be ecomonioal in 
their way of living and while the children have not been able to have all 
the education they desi»ed, there still tea been no great poverty until t is 
winter. Augusta* s father is a tailor and when working full time Hakes 
about $2. a day. There are two older sisters both working and earning about 
$8 a week. The twD little brothers are still in school. 

2£rs. K. is an excellent housekeeper. The five little rooms for which 

they pay $10 a month rent are kept immaculately clean. Besides" this, Hrs. K. 

is a v^ry good cook and apparently uses good Judgment in the selection of the 
food for the family. "Mother always has nice dinners for us when we come 
home. I never saw anyone like her f Even if she oxily has a few cents to 

buy with, she manages to get us good food and to have it served nice. She 
has had a hard tine this winter but she never seems to complain." I'he 
kitchen is the meeting place for the family. At nights, after the evening 
meal, the family draw up around this table, now covered with a bright cloth, 
while the children do their lessons and the older ones talk over the events 
of the day. Often the neighbors drop in for it s eems to be a general feeling 
that this is a pleasant pi ic to spend an evening. 

At the age of fourteen, Augusta graduated from the public school with 
a good record and inters*; to enter evening school* However, she was not 
well at tj*e time and by the doctors orders wan kept at home. When she was 
again ready to take up h r work, it was necessary, owing to the failure of 
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the father In business, for the girl to go directly to work. She secured 
a position as an operator at $5 a week and remained in tnis position for 
four months, when she was laid off because it was the end of the season 
and business was slow. She almost immediately secured a position as oper- 
ator in a neckwear firm on ISast Thirteenth Street. Here she did piece work 
and often earned from $9 to $10 a week. She was quick and accurate in her 
work and enjoyed it. At the end of three months business was again slow 
and she h d to seek another position. This cime as a hand sewer on trim- 
mings. In this position she earned §6 a week and has been there for eigfrt 
months • 

Although Augusta was ve v y much disappointed at not being able to con- 
tinue her studies, she did not allow the fact to Kill all her ambition. 
Instead she enrolled in a evening school, where she took an academic course 
for a year and a half. She also attended many public lectures in the 
public schools and at the Hatural History Museum. She joined a girls* 
club and entered all the classes offered there. "I intend to lea n all I 
can and some day fee making m ore money. I am sorry that I had to leave 
school, but I am gLad I can help the family". 

When Augusta comes home on Saturday nights, she gives to her mother 
$4.50 from her pay envelope. As she has to pay sixty cents a week for car- 
fare and the same amount for lunches t it leaves very little out of the $6 
for her to spend. She ha - not bought any clothing, with the exception of 
a pair of shoes, for a year and a half now, and is beginning to look 
shabby. However, her clothing is always clean and mended and in good 
taste. When it is necessary to buy any special article like a coat or a 

suit, her mother gives hor what she can spare and her t ?o older sisters 

■ 

when possible contirbute some thing toward it. TThon she was earning £9 or 



$10 a week aha found it possible to save a little each weafc. She regrets 
the S'iCt that oho ia now unable to save, sore Uetfi anyt?Ung else. n I usee* 
to fe^l ao safe whan I knew that I had a little saved. ?J6w I am just afraid 
all tho time for fear t will lose soy position. 

The girl feoes out very little in the evenings, except to classes or 
school. However, on Saturday nights, she takes the two younger brothers 
when there are any nicklee to s^a>-e to a near-by moving picture theatre md 
they have a f^ocd time together. Both the children are devoted to Augusta. 
Mrs. K. saya Th y go to her and do for her what they wouldn't do for me. 
She has a way with theml Yery occaalonally Augusta is invited out to a 
party # These are #reat occasions for the family. A n evening dross, which 
is really o^med by the older sister, is loaned to the girl and the family 
seem to rejoice in her good tl^e. At these parties, Augusta is very popular 
owing to her attractive appearar^ce and her unusually sweet manner* 

With this pleasing personality and her ambition, it seems as thci&gi 
she should make a success of her life. 

Theresa D. 

therese is a picturesquely untidy Italian girl. She lives with her 
parents and seven brothers and sisters la four rooms on 2ast twenty-fourth 
Street, ^hreaea was bom eighteen years ago in a little town in Southern 
Italy, but has bee In this country ever since she was a small child. 

The father is a fine looking sturdy Italian mn, who is in ev~ry sense 
the head of the ftmlly and rules with a rod of lion. He is extremely 
Interested in m$ careful cf hin chil iron, especially his daurhtera whom 
ha guards jealously. He has read in the newspapers of the dangers to 
which young work n£ girls f.re exposed. "I read in the papers it a no safe 
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place for glrla on at root a at night Had ay Teas io ran at stay at hone. Tor.r 
club aay be airlght, but she laosta't go ou' aftor oi{jht o'clock. Yom. You're 
a 8&fe i idy, i*b aura, but Wfera she* a hone I f sj sura of tor, and ho&o bhe 
ata^a. Vita the boya it's different. Why should aha need to go out. ^he 
has a good lisse at home. Feeds young people? feiere are irany in thia house. 
Yes, sho can go Sur*day afternoon, if you're sure It* a good club." 

?h© Wither is a quiet rather browbeaten w«sa t*ic doe a not even yet 
apeak 8rtgjl«ffc. 2ho Itoes alaoat entirely at home and vhen out only vislta 
among h<sr Italian noighbore. She knows little of American cuatoma and ideals 
and leads her life according to the dictates of her husband. She eof«a quite 
con tout, but is Indolent :~nd not a good h usekeeper. Tfowevsr, she la good 
and itiati to the children and watchful of their needs. She is ecomonical 
and a good cooX and although hone i;i neither clean nor attractive. 

iTie children are all younger than £heroaa, tho baby feeing two rears old 
and the others are about two yeara apart. They are a jolly happy little 
crowd always dirty and noisy and ragged but evidently normal and healthy, 
^hey receive little attention *hile young and are allowed to run quite 
wild in the 3treetsJ Only as they begin to approach maturity does the vig- 
ilant guarding befcin. fee glrla fret under this new restraint but they stand 
in awe of their father and ther is seldom open rebellion. 

The family lave in crowded quarters, having only four email rooms for 
which they pay ?14. These rc:ma have only n??c*ssary furniture and whon they 
sit down to the table, they resemble the famous Buggies teail*. While the 
baby does not have to resort to the coal hod* still the seat which ho occupya 
beara aaall resemblance ^o a chair. It is to all a pearance3 the remant of 
a atool which once graced thsaaffice of a atore. Still in apite of apparent 
poverty, there ia at dinner tine, a white cloth on the table and all the 
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family sit down at the same tine. The dinner usually consists of a good 
soup or stew ith plenty of Italian bread, but no butter. The members of 
the family are more than hospitable and will freely share the meal with a 
guest. In fact, it is e^trezaoly difficult for the visitor to escape from 
this house without partaking of food. 

Of course, there are beds In all the room and the u«n*al lack of 
privacy. Jhese beds remain unmade all day with the exception of the one 
in the "kitchen w&icfc is folded back against the wall. ?he children do not 
seem to belong to any one place at night, but tumble into any bed where 
there is space. Hhis is not so hard on the little ones, but is far from 
pleasant for the older girls. 

Theresa left the public school in the seventh grade and went to a 
trade school where she took up dressmaking. Sh^ was placed directly from 
the school with a private dressmaker as a learner at $4 a week. She has 
been at that same place for a year and a half, doing good work and sha 
has been advanced to §5.50. As she is a bright girl, and has had good trade 
training, it is probable that her record will prove very satisfactory and 
that she will staadily althou^i slowly advance. 

Like all good Italian daughters, Theresa hands her pay envelope unopened 
to her father each Saturday nig£it. She is given each morning teri cents for 
carfare and takes her lunch from home with her. Occasionally she is allowed 
five cents for ^ho*' f llovies" but only when she io accompanied by an ol^er 
person. Sometimes on Saturday afternoons, the family go together to some 
near-by theatre to en^oy the pictures. These excursions have been few anu 
far between this winter with conditions so bad. 

Teresa is a good Catholic, goes to Church regularly and to confession 
frequently. She is bri^it and attractive with dark hair and eyes and the 
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olive skin common to the Southern Italian. 3he has a sunny disposition 
and In spite of a certain fly-a-way irresponsibility, is capable of 
good and faithful work, ^he should "be anions the moderately successful 
working girls. 

Mamie P. 

The members of Mamie 1 s family are all in delicate health, There seems 
to be here a bad inheritance and no proper environment to counteraot thfee. 
The father died of consumption when the girl was ten years old. Two other 
sisters developed the ftmsge and one died of it at the age of seventeen. 
The other is now an inmate at a hospital for consumptives, '^hs mother 
has been ill for some years, suffering from eczema and some serious kidney 
trouble. The other children are apparently aenemic and lose a great deal 
of time either at work or at school because of poor health. 

When Mamie was a little girl she was pi ced in an orphan asylum and 
remained there until ahe was twelve years old. She then v/ent to imblic 
school and left in the sixth grade at the age of fourteen, in order to go 
to: work. For a year 3he only held temporary positions. All the employers 
whom she visited said she was entirely too young. All together in that 
whole year, she did not work more than fo*r and a half monthd. A hese 
positions were in different waist houses as examiner or finisher or 
packer. In none of these places did she secure more than $4. Thpn followed 
a period of throe months with no work at all. "hen she did finally find 
a position it was as a finisher on waists at $5 a week. She remained 
in this position for six months, when business was again slow. Fortunately 
she almost immediately secured another position in a waist hou e on 
Broadway. 

2 he home life of tha family is happy although they are very much 
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oppressed by poverty. The living room is clean and neat. The carpet less 
floors and the shabby chairs show signs of poverty and there is vory 
little that is attractive in the home. The two bedrooms are small and 
dark. They contain besides a bed only one chair, and one little oilcloth 
covered table and a dingy raArror. The walls of the rooms are painted 
a greyish white. The children give ail they earn to the mother. 3he 

giv s them money for lunches and whm she has it money for clothing. For 
the last year she has been able to help thorn very very little. Mamie 
does not own a single dress or waist th at is really fit to be worn. The 
Older sister who is a clerical worker is the most ambitious member of the 
family and does all in her power to urge tho younger ehildren to keep up 
to the high standards which she herself observes. 

Mamie is slip-shod, always late, always losing hor property and seems 
to be the least concerned of the family. She is wholly influence* by those 
about her and is absolutely unreliable. Besides this she is in extremely 
delicate health. The mother thinks the £irl has some great stomach trouble. 
However, as the girl eats very poor food and at very irregular hours, this 
may be the cause of the trouble. 

Altogether, Mamie will not be a success in her work unless she can 
become more reliable and assume more responsibility. 

Enma p. 

9ama is an unusually attractive little German girl, who lives with her 
parents and three younger children on East Pourty-third Street. The 
family occupy four rooms on the third floor back of a wee 1 -kept tenement 
house. The rooms are rfmall, but they are light and an effort is nn de to 
make the home brigfrt and attractive. There are bright pictures on the 
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walla of the living room, comfortable chairs, lace curtains at the windows 
and a say carpet on the floor, '^he house is very much cluttered up, but 
it is not in any way dirty. There seems to be no striking si^ns of 
poverty . 

Sama graduated from the public school and wont to trade School for 
six months ta :ing a course in dressmaking. She left and secured a position 

with a private dressmaker at $4 a week. She has held this position for 
over a year, but has received no increase in wages. Emma is a little dis- 
couraged and is anxious, as so many of her friends are, to become a 
stenographer. She is attending a business college on Fourty-socond street 

three nigfrts a week and i3 finishing her second year. She wants to give 
up her trade entirely and it is difficult to make her see that there may 
by more future for her in dressmaking than in stenography. 

The father is regularly employed as a driver of a motor truck and 
there seems to be no desperate need. Emma turns over all her money to her 

mother on Saturdays because a3 her mother s#ys "I knows better how to spend 

it than she" . Soma does not object to this because she s$ys h r mother 

really spends more on her than she earns. 

Emma is a veyy pretty and bri^it looking girl. She dresses in unusually 

good taste and is very oarofm about her personal appearance, ^e is 

extremely popular with the girls and boys in the neighborhood, especially 

with the latter, who according to her mother, "just live in the parlor". 

She causes very little trouble in the home, except occasionally when she 

wants to go out too many nights in the same week. Her parents approve of 

her friends and do not feel that the girl is in any danger of getting into 

trouble. 

Band attends a Presbyterian Church in the nei^ibo hood and is very 
active in church work. She belongs to a church clul and to two settlement 
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cluba. Her social duties absorb h-r attention to the exclusion of all 
other things and it is doubtful whother she has any future in her work, 
because of this, However, as she is "keep-in; company" this winter, and 
hopes to bo rsartied, ?*erhapa this will not make a very great difference 
in her life. 

Elsa h. 

To live nineteen years In the same tenement is an unusual occurance 
in Wtm York, fh s is tho caae of the H. family. *he H*s live in a four 
room tenement of Bast Jeventy-ninth Street and tita rooms are lif gt, clean 
and very attractive. The father i3 a cappontor ^rho has always h*ld very 
steady positions, until the past winter, when he 6ould only secure odd 
jobs. However % as he had saved a little money, he aas not distressed over 
the situation and as spring case on he was a^ain working 3te. t dily. There is 
a sister a^ed thirteen in school and another sister who i3 learning to 
make jewel ry. 

Slsa ^o is fifteen years old {graduated from public school at the age 
of fourteen, and enter d a trade school. After completing the course of 
dreaamaking, she secured a position as finisher with a rivate dressmaker 
earning at once $6 and soon $3 a week. 3he worked in this place for six 
months* when she lost her /osition because of slackness in the work and 
was uiable to secure another. She want bejok to tho trade school and asked 
to be admitted that she night learn more while she waa waitinj for business 
to improve. After six weeks of unen; loyoent, she a.jain secured a position at 
$8, and is working there now. 

Slsa is an unusually pretty girl. Her record at the trade scho 1 Is 
unusually #>od both for faithfulness to hor work and for actual efficiency. 
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While at school, :sho was very popular with the £irls and ontored into the 
social life with a groat interest. She has rent h^r vacations for two 
years at the sumzxr cam in connection with the school. Slsa longs to be 
a "real dressaaker"all b; mysclfv. I love to plan dresses and to i agine 
beautiful ladies wearing t isa. I know I aa going to succeed. I wish I 
could study longor, but I suppose I aa learning more by working than I 
could any other way . 

tSlsa f s home life is very happy. *here is a very wonderful companion- 
ship betweon the girl and her mother. In roany ways they seen more liXe 
sisters. They go out together often in the evenings, to visit friends in 
tho nol hborhood, or "go to a snow" . Often the father and the younger 

children accompany then on thoso excursions and thoy hav a very ha- y tine 
together. There home is the meeting place for all £f Blsa*s friends both 
girls and boys. Thoy love to come ther and Mrs. M. encourages this. Often 
when the &irl haa company the mother will go to the kitchen and bring in 
some little luncheon to ^surprise the girls. The living room in vhich they 
entertain their quests is very attractive. There is a piano in one corner 
of the room, comfortable chairs, and a table covered with books and 
magazines. *here seems to bo an atmospfoero o r happiness anJ comfort and 
jo here ^ich makes it possible f or %Xsa, to develop along the lines which 
sh has chose nL Hor ambitions are encouraged and ?h -never it is necessary 
the family sacrifice for her. It seams robablo that the jirl has a 
bri .Jit future in her trade. 



Uollie Mm 

ttollio is a happy-go- lucky Jewish girl who lives with her family on 

Ssist 3ixth 3troet. fho father is janitor and so secures three rooas rent 

free. There are six children in the family. Cn ■ a married sister, lives 

-49- 



In the tenement above this family. Anothor is at the International 
College in Springfield, Haas. Ther are four children all u ;dor four- 
toe n. 

The family occupy rooms on the rear of the ground f lo ir. ^he rooms 
are small and are not kept olea or neat. The floors are bare and the 
beds unmade and the dishes unwashed. However, in apite of this there 
is a decidoi attempt at beautifying the hone accord ng to their standards. 
The wall 3 are papered in a bri t 3it green anii are hung with colored por- 
traits of the family. Photographs stam at you from each side of the 
kitchen stove, and the rooms aeira to be sadly mixed. Articles --roperly 
belonging to a dininj room for example a side-board, are found in the 

bodr^oa ^aile the ice-chest has wandered awagp r rom the kitchen into the 
living room. Beds are o course in all the rooms as is necessary to 

accomodate so lar^je a family. There is no possibility of any kind of 
privacy as the rooms open out from each other and are only closed off 
by thin curtains. 

The father has a great deal of ambit on for his children and is vory 
proud because &is oldest daughter married a man "that supports her good" 
and is especially fond of hie little granddaughter. Both Lena and Jlollie 

the oldest girls ar-? ambitious and Lena feet* now partly satisfied her 
arabition by entering college. Mollie proudly dis la»3 to all visitors 
her diploma as a graduate of public school ?hich is framed and hung over 
her sewing machine. The older children are lanning to save money to 
give the little ones more education tkan they havo had. 

Mollie has recolved no eduction other tan that of public school. 
Shozraas tm school for seven years an left at the age of sixteen in order 
to go to worfc. -She secured a posit -.on in a waist house as homstitcher 
whore she started is a learner for £4 a week. ->he seeaa to have done 

-50- 



well there but was Laid off whon tho business became slack. Sho next held 
a position as a machine o r >erotor in another waist house and regained here 
for a year. Sho found the machine hard and as sho says "the noise just 
drove tts mad*» t and so gave it up of her own accord. After that sho 
returned to her trade of hemstitching ans was in one fir five months 

and then was laid off because of slow times. She was fortunate en u £ h 
to secure a position la ediately rith the firm *#iero she is now employed, 
earning between £7 and §8 a wool:. 

The family life seens to be a very ha- yy one. Each raemb r of the 
fajai^y is interested in tho affairs of the other meribors. They hold 
strictly to the customs of the orthodox Jews and at tho time of *his 
investigation were vreparin,; \o paint an I naper th house and buy new 

dishes for tho a preaching holidays. It somas fortunate that this 
family keeps to this custom or to all appearances it is the only time 
the house is cleaned, fhe health of the family is good with tho exception 
of the eleven year old girl, who while sho is not sick is "always ailing*. 
She seems to be an a?*nemic. Utile there ir> little money to 8. are, ths 
family are bble to make both ends moot and have sufficient food and 
clothing. 

For amusement 1141 lie spends a great deal of her tieso at 4 ho home of 
girl friends in thenoi jaborhood. 3ho belongs to r club at one af the 

settlements which she attends weekly. Sho doesn't seen to caro much for 
moving pictures or dances but likes to road. Her reading however, is 
limited to the nor/spapers and especially to the stories in the "American" 

3he epends a great deal of he." ti e in making dresses for herself and 

her friends as she njoys sewing and likos io have pretty things, *>he does 

not attend night school. "Cne brijh*. one in the family la all we want". 

If someone would tuko a pers nal interest i . Mollis it rii^t be 

possible to make her a more effective worker as her main drawback seecss 
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to be a lack of order and system 



Ida L. 

Conditions were not always bad for the L. family, '^he tired little 
mother remembers when "my man worked steady by pants" f and the two gi -Is 
can tell of the ays when there were spare pennies for sodas or gum or 
candy and when on rare and wonderful occasions the family vent together in 
a "show". They still cling to the luxury of a four room tenement for 
four people as they cannot seam to realize that hard times hav<=* *~ae. 

The trouble started when Mr. L. had a bad attack of rheumatism two 
winters ago. Since that time it has boen almost impossible for hi i to 
secure regular emr)loymcnt and the family income has steadily diminished. 
The two girls were taken out of school and placed as operators in waist 
houses, but their small wages did not meet the needs. Conditions gradually 
grew worse and finally when fifteen year old Ida lost her position, ictual 
starvation faced the family. 

However, in spite of all the difficulties, the litle t nement was 
kept clean and bright and cheerful. *ha bare floors were scrubbed until 
they shone, the furniture was always dusted, the beds were made early in 
the day and the ppor meals were served on clean dishes. There was an 
atmosphere of home in the little rooms, and though the mother grew 
steadily sadder and wearier, there was always a real welcome for her 
msband and daughters when they returned from work or the vain search for 
work. 

Ida was bom in Russia fifteen years ago, but came to the United 
States liiim a small child. She attended the public school leaving at the 
age of fourteen while still In the seventh grade to go to >ork. 3he 
secured a position in a Iriaona factory as operator where she remained six 



aontha receiving §6 a week. *>he waa laid o~f becnase of Hard times. She 

then drifted fron one temporary position to another. At last she secured 
a position in a waist house at $5 a week where -he is working at the resent 
ti ;e. 

Ida is an attractive sad unusually thou#*tful girl* 5he is devoted to 
her fsroily and longs to earn money enough, to keep her mother from worrying, 

"If t could only see mother laugh the wis she used to. °he never was so 
tired before, but she worries so over my f thes's sickness and she doesn't 
eat enough to keep well. If I could only earn more. I f a afraid I never 
will. Vm ^tting less now than -Then I started. Yes. I*d like to go to 
trade school, but II ve got to workr. 

Ida has little amusement. There is no son y for v ho "movies" and the 
even ngs are for the ?nost art a rent it horse. Ida Belongs to a girls* 
club and attends tho meetings regul arly twice a month. She is rather c.uiet 
and sh whfcn with the girls but is rabidly (growing popular, mainly because 
of her kindhearted interest in the aff -irs of other ^eoplo. '^here Is good 
reason to belivs that with opportunities for tmde education an-: with 
relief from the haunting 'car of poverty, Ida mi^ht bee onus an efficient 
anc! happy worker. 

Pauline B. 

Pauline, Jewish, aged twenty-one, living on East Sineth 3treot has 
been for five years supporting berself as a tuc>er on iv&ists. 3ho is the 
oldest of iix children, only ono ether being of orking a^je. 3he was 
bom in Sow York of Hussian parents 5Jid wont to public school, ^hon she 
was within a few months o " graduating, she reached her fourteenth brithday 
and was inaediately taken out ind lacod in a ositicn in order to add 
to the aoagre family nc.cae. However, Pauline was ambitious and for a 
year attended the Hester Street Svening school, where she studied cons -or- 



cial subjects . 

Papline's first position was with a waist company whore she regained 
for two and a half years and received very good references, although she 
started at $4 a week she soon earned £6.50. At the end of that tine, 
business became slow and she was laid off, although she was takna back 
twice afterwards when business it, proved. She went to another waist house 
where she remained a year earning $7. and only left because work was slack. 
Since then she has held five temporary positions ranging from three to 
elegit months, but seems to be i n no way responsible for having lost these 
positions, as in one case the firm failed and in all the others, she was 
laid off during the slow seasons, ^he last three positions she held she 
did piece work and then earned from $10 to $14 a week and one week earned 
$16. 3?his winter she hi>s been without work, and a:; her sister lost he 
position, the family has been in desperate straits. 

Pauline's father died several ;;ears agoi^ and hor mother married again. 
The step-father is a ainter by trade, but his been out of work for three 
months. At the begimiine of the winter the family had $50 in the bank, 
but this was soon expended for necessities and the family sooned reached 
the point where they were either forced to accept charity or to starve. 
The mother however, so strongly resented the idea of accepting chartty 
that they vent for weeks with insu ": icient food and clothing. About that 
time Piauline became a member of a girls club and the leader took great 
interest in the girl. -3he found out the conditions under which the girl 
was living and placed her at reliof sewing In *ho Manhattan ^rade 3chool 
where she assisted in the sewing department, and received }5 a week. She 
remained there for over six weoks and was Placed directly from the school 
to a osition where she is n « earning £8 a week. 
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The family occupy five rooma for "hich thoy ;--ay £l f a month, ^lthoUiSh 
they are somewhat crowed, the home is always aoat and clean. Mrs. 3. 
soeras to bo a vary thrifty woman and a -rise laaner. %e Baa worri J 
a greai deal this winter because thoy havo b en forced to change their 
mode of living, and to borrow money frou friends to ay their rent, i*nd 
3he has panned what few articles of furniture and clothing ahe could 
spare. For this reason the horse is at the present tJjM bare and 
unattractive, bpt the children have before them a steady le ~on of 
thrift and independence which la worth more to thorn than pleasant 
a rroundinga. 

Besides Pauline and her sister, there are two boys and two &irls. 
^hese children are all in the public school and tflth the exception of 
one boy, ho is rather dedicate, they coon to be healthy normal 
children. There is little real h)ise life, except on rriday nights, when 
the family dine together and hold to many of the cufttoma of the orthodox 
Jews. 

Pauline is very fond of the "movies" and Then working spends a good 
deal of her extra money for amusement, ^he also joes regularly to .Satur- 
day night dances. However, there is no tino when she does not hand over 
$5 to the family whon paid on Saturday nijits and very often when she 
earned more, she jav : a larger p^o^tion to her other. Unlike many 
mothers, ~Jr^. 3. ail >wed her daughter to buy her o\ra olo thine out of the 
money which aho saved, and the &irl haa an iado pond once whl *h jhe appre- 
ciates and ' oos not abuse. 

Hose 3. 

Bose ajod eighteen, left public school in the seventh grad when 
fifteen years old and «ent to work as an c er tor In an embroidery h.use 
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where she remained one hea and earned $8. Since then she has held two 
>ositions one of four months and one of three months as a hemstitcher on 
waists, receiving $3 a week. This winter, she has been out of work <1ue 
to the general slackness of her trade, and she has just this month 
secured a position at $6 a week also as a hens titc her. 

While Rose has come from the same home -ns has had the sane in f luences 
she is le3r> responsible than Pauline. 3he seems to be more spoiled and 
fe Is that a great deal sh uld be done for her. She absolutely refused to 
takB a temporary position at $5 a week although the family was in desperate 
need, because as s ie says "I would be ashamed to let anyone know what I 
was getting" ^he &ives her mother a great deal of anciety. J he is rather 
gay and stays iut late at night with b ys. However, it seems to be 
nothing more serious than the case of a girl being young and anxious for 
a good time. 

Clara B. 

Happy and cheefful surroundings lend bri fitness to the noorset of 
homes, $his is the condition in the home of Clara, a bright little 
French girl, who ii*es with her mother on East Twenty-fifth Street. 
Clara was bom in Boston seventeen years ago, and has only been in !Tew 
York for three winters. She went to a public school in Boston and left in 
the sixth grade a t the age of thirteen and baa received no school training 
s nee. 

Daaediately upon leaving schoolm Clara b £an to work although she has 
not yet reached the age of fourteen, ^he secured a position with a private 
dresamaker on Massachusetts Avenue, Bo.-ton, to le rn hand seeing on dresses. 
As her mother was a dressmaker she had learned to use the need e and was 
able to start at £6 a week, and was soon raised to $7. However, the 
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business fa; led. After two months she secured a position with another dress 
maker where she did hand sewing for $6. ^he was forced to leave this place 
because of trouble in hor own home which made the family move to New York. 

About this time Mr. B. desorted the family leaving the mother and 
one b -other to support the family of seven. They took a little tenement of 
four rooms for which thoy pay ^14. The mother soon got work dressmaking, 
going out by the day for which she received $5. This is the only income 
in the family as Clara now goes out with her mother as a helper. The 
family consists of a boy twenty-three, who is an artist and who does not 
live at home, then working he contirbutes to the family income, but at 
the present tine is out of work, and four younger children, who go to the 
public school in the neighborhood. They are all good Catholics and attend 
church regularly. 

The home life of this family If juite ideal. 2 ho mother is a vnry 
refined woman and speaks English correctly though with a slight accent. 
3he is very interested in her children and regrets that her work makes 
it impossible for h r to gi&e them more attention. She is quite cheerful 
and uncomplaining, although mont of ibis winter she h s been unable to 
earn more than $8 a week. She seems to be especially fond on Clara who 
has assumed a great deal of responsibility 3ince the father deserted them 
and is now hor mothers "right hand woman". The house is i-:;aculate and al- 
though Plainly furnished shows evidence of good taste. No matter how 
early in the day, you may call, you will find the beds made, the dishes 
washed and the little v^use clean and ready for the day f 3 wo -k. The livings 
room is plain but homelike, ^here is a table with a l?mp abut which the 
children study their lessons. There re elr>an white curta ns at the vindows 
and a small rug on the ?/ell scrubbed floor. 'There are family portrait! on 
the walls and in ono corner a sewing machine and work table belonging to 



the mother. The children are health? an^ norrsr.l and seen more quiet 
and refined than those of the noi^hbors. It would see as thou^ the 
family had known the time when they had bad greater opportunities and 
hid not been forced to live under such crowded conditions, 

Clara is a sli^t, pretty dark-haired girl with a mtlM r shy but 
sweet manner. 3foo is devoted to her mother and NeM to appreciate to the 
full the sacrifice her niother is onstantly raafcing to keep the h me hapj?y 
and comfortable. 3he is very tonA of h r yea ger brothers nd seeas to 
ta* e her mother* s ^lace in the cam o° *<he». She redely goes o«t vith 
othergirls, largely due to the fact that there are few girl* living in 
the neighborhood that she would find congenial, 4s ah« is Tory fond of 
reading, she is constantly bringing ho#e books fron the public library. 
Recently Clara joined a club of Girls hich *aeets a few bsbcks from her 
hone and she is greatly anticipating the companionship of »jirls her son 
age. Her mother says "Glara. neve £#es to the movies unless she takes 
the little ones vjith her. Jhe is a good girl Jand 1 don't know how I 
should #et along without her'. 

When the B's first came to Sew York it senses wise to place Clara in 
a posit ion* but ?3rs. 3. found that she culd receive more customers and 
earn aore aoney if she could have Clara ith her. Also tho only positions 
open to the cirl were those in waist or dres* houses and it seemed wiser 
for her to o ntinue -rivite dressmaking. At the present time, however, effort 
is being made to pl ice Clara with a dressmaker as sha shows still and 
because of her attractive pera Aiity should advance and do good work in 
her profession. 9be disii ea v-ry rcuch to stop working with her mother, 
but io eager to do anything that will be a help to her to the faaily. 
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Sarah 3. 

Sarah a nineteen year old Jewish <jirl lives on Christopher Jtre>t f 
Brooklyn, ^e family consists of her mother and father, one sister ind 
t o brothers all under working age, The father is a tailor by trade, 
but has bee out of work the gre ter part of the ?inter t seldom earning 
more than $2 a week. This has raade Sarah the main support of the family. 

Sarah is an unusually serious responsible girl. Evidently the fact 
that for so many years she has been tho main factor in privid ■ ng for the 
shelter and food of the fatally has made hnr old for her ye^rs. Sae seems 
to have lost a great deal of he? capacity for onjoyment. Jhe is devoted 
to each meiib r of tho family and the homo seems to be a hap y one, in 
spite of difficulties. 

At the age of sixteen, 3a rah left public school i the sixth grade 
to go to work, u he took a position as an operator in 6 dress 'iou^e at 
$3 a wefek and remained in that position for six months. 7!hm she work 
became slack, she was laid off for a month. 3ho secured another position 
as a hand sewer at ,;4.50 v/here she remained for nine months. She vent 
to another dre33 *iou3e as an operator earning J7 ar.d was there for eight 
months, hen work became slack and she was laid off. 

Then fol Lowed several months of short temporary positions when the 

income of the family was greatly diminished. TJnlil:e so muay girls, Sarah 

was willing to take nay kind of work, even the much despised housework, 

if she could e«m en ogll money to help the family. Fortunately her 

father secured some work and was able to meet the rent, but the burden 

of monsy for food and clothing still rested upon Sarah. Finally, unable 

to secure work in her own trade, she took a position at the Hebrew Infant 

Asylum as. a nurse whe e she received a month. She had that monjr/ 
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entirely clear ae her board and room Ml given to her, :-ni jhc 3*nt the 
entire amount hojne. 

*ne family occupy three rorarsa for *;hich they pay $12. a month. These 
ro ;ms are always clean an ] in order and thnre is an attenpt to make than 
home-like and attractive. !?here seems to be a good deal of real home 
life. ?he family always make a point 6f eat in j together and after the 
dishes have been washed and th* rooms cleaned up, they often gather around 
the table in the front room and read ana alk :-nd spend the evening quietly 
together. The children are bright and healthy and are attending the 
pubiic school. Hrs. S. is very fond o! iaran and sc-tos to a predate 
the real fineness of the girl. understands tita sacrifice iarah has 

tiaade ever si see ahe w*a of a#e and aaye ''I know her brotfier3 and jistera 
will .-aake It up to her sonetirce. If it wasn't for her, I don't, kno ? what we 
would have ions this uinter. 

Sarah with all h r faithfulness is not a brilliant girl. Hor oducation 
h s been very aea|;re ami bhe has had no sup pi erne ntary trailing, except 
a course in dressi^akin^ in one of the evening acaoola. EBar life seerca 
to have been so shadowed by anxiety and care tha'- all personal vibition 
aeema to have been fclJJUML ~he la the type of a rfrl who will always do 
faithful v.ork, but will do v ry little that is original . She c^n take 
orders and obey thoa faithfully and when one-: sho is shovn how to 60 uwrk, 
can be reli d upon to carry it out, but she is unable to to left v-ry much 
upon h ar Ml resources • 

jarah H. 

Sarah, nineteen, Jewiah Uvea on Sast "Ixth v r*ent in four rooaa for 
which t e rent la & a month. Tht family con.- lets f mother, three girls 
and one boy. 3i« father died ibout 4 ,wo years ago after a lone illneaa 
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which consumed all the savings of cars. £he mother speaks no B&glifb 
although she has bec-n In t lis country for ton years. She spends her time 
in th9 home cooking, nd making clothes for the children. The two girls 
Of whom Sarah is the youngest are all in dress houses, earning from *6 
to $8 a week. The boy aged twenty- two is a bookkeeper and receives $8 
a week. 

The rooms are kept cleaa and neat and there are many si^-ns of comfort. 
In the living room there is a carpet on the floor, numerous portraits on the 
wall, a table covered ith books and entirely too many chairs whi^h look 
as though they had belonged to a dining room set in some more prosperous 
home. In one bedroom there are three beds similar to those which they 
probably used in the old country and not unlike our sleeping car berths. 
The three girls occupy this room. The kitchen is the room most commonly 
used by the family and is as neat as t$e rest of the house, stove 
is well blacked, the oilcloth on the floor clean and whole and every sign 
of comfort present. 

Sarah graduated from public school at th i age of sixteen. She secured 
a position in a waist house as a finisher and examiner at $5 a week and re- 
mained with them for a year, 7?hen she was laid off because of poor business 
conditions. 3he was out of wark for two months and then secured a position 
as examiner on waists at J6 which she has held for a year. Recently she 
received a rai^e of fifty cents. She is very sensitive about her wages 
as she feels that it is not as much as a girl should earn. Although her 
sisters both attend night school, 3arah does not. She gives her reason 
for this the fact that she is w too tired at ni^t. There doesn't seem to 
be anything left of me when I get home' 1 , ^he spends most of her evenings 
in the house and says that often she joes to bed long before her sisters 
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are back from school. 

3arah belongs to a club which she attends each week. Here she has 
made friends among Jowish girls h r own age. About onoe a week she goes 
to moving nictures, and occasionally on Saturday ni^its to dances, but 
she says "she knows no boys". Last sum er she s|»ent three weeks at a 
camp and that seems to be the most 1 iportant *vent she can remember. 
3he had never boen to the real country before and admits that she was at first 
disappointed because it wan "so slow" but by the time her vacstion was 
over she could hardly bear to leave. She is saving her money to go again 
this coming summer. 

Celia H. 

Celia, aged twenty, is quite different from her sister Sarah. <the 
is a much stronger healthier girl, more ambitious in her work and at the 
sanit) time less contented with her home surroundings, and more anxious for 
gayety and good times. 3he graduated from public school at the age of 
sixteen and has held three positons in waist houses as an operator. 3he 
remained in two of them a year and in the third six months. She started 
at „5 a week and is now receiving *7. 

Upon leaving public school she entered evening school and was taking 
a comiercial course. 3he hoped to be a stenographer but discovered that 
there wa3 little chance for 30 many were studying. jhe is now taking 
up dressn king, more for experience in making her own clothes than for a 
trade. 

Unlike Sarah fl Celia s ►ends moa* of her evenings away from home, 
When not 3t school, she goes out with the boys r.nd girls of the neighborhood 
to moving picture houses or on Saturday n ght to Aaaeea, 3he has a leas 
h-^ py disposition t ian her sister and in continually ;u rrGiing with her 



However, he is a gsod jirl and has never caused any serious trouble 
and is steady and faithful in her work. Both of these girls seems to 
be close to tae average in their experience and will ^roaably remain at 
about this level ail their lives. 

Hannah 3. 

Hannah cones from a good hone and is freer than amany of her friends 
from financial worry. *he f:\raily occupy three snail roocas in a tenement 
on 8&*t 3i-th ;;treet. The hou-ie is in g : od repair and the halls well 
lighted. On entering the lament one ato a into a living room attractive- 
ly furnished and cowfortabl-- . Th re is a bright gre n carpet on the 
floor, coarse, but clean lace on tho windows, a marble topped table covered 
vita booV&, several easy chairs, and a couch with green cushions. Leading 
from this room ia tho kitchen, which might well find its place in a model 
a urtraent. It ic eEUpulouslj dean. The walls are painted r>hite; the 
shining Kitchen utensils hang upon the vails and the faucets are as bright 
as polish can u&ke them. 'The only thing unusualy in the room is the 
folding bed in the eoraerm which is used at night by &*.nnah. There is 
besides this a s»sail t»M bedroom, also comfortably furnished and neat ;?.nd 
clean. 

The fanily consists or father, mother, and one brother. The father 
is very old and unable to orX. He is an orthodox Je* and very rigid In 
altering to the customs of his people* The mother only 3peaks Yiddish. 
?iq is a gocd housekeeper as her homo testifies. Th^re Is one brother. 
He is earning Jib a week and contributes gnneronsly to the fnmily income, 
ffcnnah was born in Russia but x/ine tothe TTnited States seven ;roars ago. 
3he w»a veiy i ;.dnbitious an<i took a curse *t one of the business collogos in 
stenography, but u;on graduating, found it was r.lmost Impossible to secure 

steady work owing to "he fact thrt there were so many other clerical worVors/ 
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Hannah gave up her special work and went Into a waist house as finisher. 
She has kept this same posit on for two years, starting at $4 a week and 
now earning $8. 

Out of her weekly wages, Hanna giveo $5 to the family. Jhe spends 
five cents carefare daily, walking home from wrrk at ni^it. ihe spends 
about 10 or 15 cents for her lunch. As s&e cakes her own clothing, the 
expense for dress is not great. "its shoes that make all the trouble. 
If only one couldleam how to make them we would be saved so much. 

Hannah belongs to a girl^ f club and us a very po uiar member. This 
is due to several causes. In addition to this she id very ambitious and 
quick and bright. What is perhaps her greatest attraction is a bubbling 
sense of humor. She fiadsa bright 3ide in thr most serious situation, and 
is unfailingly cheerful. 

In spite of her happy disposition. Hannah is not contentt, for 
sho realises that she oust advance in her work, and she longs for a posit io 
that will yield more money. Jhe at present attends a high school and 
is taking a course in designing for 3he is anxious to get ahead in the 
dressmaking trade. 

It would seem as if she should be successful for with a good home 
environment and a happy dispositionm and real ambition she should succeed 
in her trade. 

Sadie Z. 

Sadie's father keeps a leather store on "ast 5"hirty-f ourth Street 
and th family live in three rooms at the roar of this store. rne mother 
died about two years ago and the older sister, a girl of twenty-one, keeps 
house for the father., and the three 70unger sisters, who are still in scho 
school. lfcen she is not busy in the home, s v .e helps in the store attend- 
ing to customers and keeping th books. She is a very superior girl and 
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▼ory iaach interested in hor family. 

?he rooms in the reap of the store are bright and cheerful. They open 
out Into a little yard and each room is li<^ht and airy. The kitchen 
is the general living room for the family. There is a table severed 
with a bright red cloth in one corner of this rooa, and around this the 
girla gather at ni,jht, tho khildrea with their leasons, and the other 
ones with th: sewing or reading. >5/hile they are rather arowded for 
room, the j^trla do not mind for the father sleeps on a co 4 in the back of 
the store and so loaves the two bedrooms for there. 

Sadie was born in Cassia nineteen years ago, but has been in this 
country since *he was a little child. jhe graduated fro. the public 
school and took a short course in a trade school in dreaaiaaking. 3ho 
Left, feowover, before she had completed tho course in order to go to wor* . 
There was no great need of this but ^he was ea^ar to earn money of hor own. 
jho secured a position with a private dressmaker whore she started as a 
leaner at $4 a v/eok. Jhe <*is soon increased to v & and later .;.'/. jho 
remain ed ia this position for two years and left in order to secure more 
money. jhe went to work in another dressraakiai,* house, starting at *3 and 
has been there for a year and a half an - is now earning $10 a week. 

Sadie gives $5 o-' her weekly w .^s tor/arc" the sup ort of t e 
family. The renainintf $8 she ia froe to spend as aha wishes. !ho is able 
to walk to ber place of work so saves carfare, and sue j ends about flfteon 
oeats a day "or lunch. Host of hor money she spends on clothing as she is 
very fond of pretty things. She has a ^cat deal of coason sense when it 
comes to the choosing of materials which is largely due to her experience 
in £ood immmk&mg establishment. 3he will save monoy each week until 
she has enou#* to buy 4 o V.irt of a crait she ?/.nts. :^he never buys on the 
installment plan. f, I sec any fun in Having to nay for a tmit hen 

it is 11 *orn out. I Ufea to know it ia >aid for before I out it on. 
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It ia not very ha~d If yju -Ian. I know a place where materi.il s are 
aheap .ind I -mow a good tailor who can make my suits for me. Hy w-iists 
attd dresses I mkae myself. Often the woman for whom I work gives me 
pieces of trimming and this helps. I tria my own hats too, so I can have 
all I need and it costs so little." 

Sarfh and her sisters have a great many friends giving in the neigh- 
borhood and spend many of their evenings away from home. Often there is 
a party to the theatre or to a dance and Sarah has many friends among 
the bnys who take her out, and "give me a good time". For two years now 
3ho has been "keeping company ^ith a young nan" and expects to be Tarried 
in a short time. 

If you call to see her she will take you into the little room she 
saare3 with her sister and shcrv j|ou piles of dainty underwear *?hich she has 
been making and very beautiful waists which she har> finished. She will 
also show you towels and sheets that have been hemmed and vhich <^re ready 
for the new home, ^he is very happy in the prospect of having a hone of her 
own, and has taken this past winter, courses in domestic science in order 
that sho may more intelligently plan her meals and keep her house. 3he 
wishes that she could keep hor position after her marriage because she 
likes the work, but she also feels that what she has learned will help 
her almost as much in her new li e as it has ir» the old. Jhe is trying to 
influence her younger sisters to take uj> dressmaking because "it is nice 
work and I like it nd there is a chance o" making something of y .uroelf 
in it, that i3 if you have had any training in the beginning and have any 
ambition. You can make f n of it too, if y >u get a bo^n who ?/ill let you 
plan yourself. It is not monotonous Like the wor'- Boat ^irls liave." 
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Frieda R. 

Frieda has a greater opportunity for a normal home life and enjoyment 
and entertainment of her friends than most of the gir s in her nei$ibor- 
hood. She lives with her mother and two brothers in a four room tenement 
in the Bronx. She parlor is attract ivel;; furnished -vita a bright carpet 
a small polished conter table with a glass vase containing artificial 

flowers, comfortable chairs and best of all a piano with plenty of sheet 
music. 

Yet Frieda is not happy or content. She complains of her position, 

her wages, and her lack of opportunity. 3he wants to be something better 
and doesn't know what. She la ambitious enough and has the tenacity of 

purpose to study shorthand hy h rself every day. Dp and down-town, standing 
or sitting in the cars, she studies and every evening at home, she does the 
written work in connection with the exercises. She sa;r8 she is not able to 
go to nijht school. "I ju t Wouldn't get enough sleep and scarcely enough 
tine to eat my supper, if I went to night school". She sas she does not 
care for moving picture shows and hrs only one friend whom she occasionally 
goes to a dance with at the recreation center in the neighborhood. of her 
home, but she claims that she does not care for these dances. She belonged 
to one club of girls, but found it "too serious". 

Frieda f s father is at the present time in Morris town, if. J. trying to 
establish a lunch room. He has alwyas been a wanderer, changing his positions 
very frequently and ho has not yet "made good". He does nothing to contri- 
bute to the support of the family. There are two younger brothers in the 
grammar school, so the real burden comes upon Frieda. Frioda graduated from 
public school at the agt o r fifteen and went to work ao a dress model at 
$4.50 a week, ^he only remained In thisnposition for three weeks and left 
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because "I didn f t like it". After that, she secured a position as aa 
examiner on children's drosses at v-5.50 a week. She remained tore for 
seven months and loft to go into the sample room of ladies waists with a 
firr*» on lower ft ~th Avenue at ..$.50 a week, ?his is all aho is a mine 
at the present time. She doesn't enjoy ~ho work, hut realizes the 
necessity 01 bringing hon that amount of money. When Frieda brings h r 
money heme on Saturday nights, she gives it al. to her mother, and receives 
si-xty cents a wook for carfare. She takes her lunch each day from home and 
buys coffee for two or three cents a cup, several times a week. It is quite 
evident that the girl is uader-nour is hod. 3he his vcr^ little money for 
Clothing, and ie not onlu shabby but daring the cold weather this wintoSr 
was often insufficiently protected from the cold. 

Frieda's mother does nothing to help the girl in the wagpmtt of the 
home. She is a neat looking woman, but evidently distrustful of any visitors 
and lacking in cordiality. 3&a resented the suggestion that they should 
move into a cheaper tenement. She says she is proud of her home and i3 
anxious to keep it as it i3. 

Frieda is s nervous, sensittve and intelligent girl. Jhe mi^Jit with 
some help be trained for a more remfumerative position. It is possible 
that with a position she enjoys and the recreation for which she innjs, 
Frieda mi^ht make a success of her life. 

Ida G. 

Ida is an unusually pretty and attractive l^ittlo seventeen year old 

Italian girl. Her father and atl actor ;md he and hor mothe - traveled from 

country to country with a vaudeville troupe. Ida was Lorn in Italy on 

nt in trerel. before she was 

June 5th t 1307. All of her babyhood was spend 
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nine years old she had crossed the ocean fourteen times. *>he will tell 
you with sparkling eyes of the beautiful memories she has of different 
countries which she h s seen with her parents. She can remember nothing 
in this period of her life that was not happy and beautiful and has no 
recollection of poverty or any unhappiness in her home. 

For ei^kt years, Ida was the only child; then another sister was born 
and at the present time there are four children, two girls and two boys 
all very much younger than Ida. About this ti^.e, Ida rememb rs thj t her 
father began to ill-treat her mother, and then instead of travelling 1th 
his family, he v;ent off alone. Finally the family settled in Now York frut 
the father remained away most of the time only occasionally sending money 
back to the home. Ahout three years ago, he entirely deserted the family. 
As Ida syas •'You see, we were too many to go with him, so what else was 
there for him to do". 

Mrs. G. is a very superior woman. She is a good dressmaker and until 
recently hhs been able to keep the home comfortable and support her children. 
This last Jrear, however, has been a very trying one, as she has had a serious 
illness, which made it Impossible for her to arork for a dumber of weeks 
and by the time she was srell a^ain there was little or no work for her to 
do. Th&s Ida became the sole support of the little family. 

Owing to the fact that so much of the girl f s life was spent in 
travel, Ida received a meagre education. She was In public school about 
five years, leaving there at the age of twelve in the sixth grade. She 
was forced to leave at thss tire owing to the fact that she had a very 
serious illness and she never went back again. The first few years out 
of school were spent helping her mother sew. She did very good plain 
sewing and finishing and her mother was abl? because of the help to do a 
great deal more work. Therefore, it was not until this winter that iw 



necessary for Ida to 00 ou+ ef the hoae, Sarly last fall the girl obtained 
a position in a neckwear house cn Broadway at y> a wook f but this resit ion 
only 1 a ted for a month. 3he then went into another neckwear house on 
Broadway for the same salary and found to her dismay that this ix)3itlon was 
also temporary. The mother was only jutt able to get around hc> house 
again. Ida was o^t of ?*or^ and there was little food and no cheer for '.he 
ch Idren. People were interested in the (£rl and sent Christmas boxes 
which aided them over the hardest part of the winter. Just after the 
holiday season, Ida obtained a position in an embroidery house on Greene 
Street at $5. a *?eek and is at ill working there. Her record Is £004 
and her foreiady speaks in the nicest terms of the glrl« The mother 
ha* secured r/ork which she takes home at night and the family is able 
for the first tine thi s winter to Males both ends Meet. 

2he house of the G*s io on Saet Twenty-nafiW. Street. Although the 
hottae is poor and in bad repair, the three roons in which the "anily live 
are quite immaculate and there is an attempt at making them attractive as 
well. *he kitchen table upon ^hich they oai* is covered with clean white 
oilcloth. She stove is well bracked and the gay pictures on the wall 
give the llttlo rooms a touch o f prettiness. The children are always 
clean tnd their clothing in jood repair and they nave unusually charming 
manners. Shore scorns to be a ver~ real lo e in the home suaong all the 
menb rs of the family and a continual effort Is made by each one to make 
the i30.>t of the circumstances In which they have been placed and to 
look cheerfully ^orward to a better future, "here seems to be no 
criticism of the father by either Ida or her mother. Vhey all seen to 
feol that he was uite Justified in not feeling th,a he c uid take the 
responsibility of so 1 r^e a family. *hoy are expecting that if he is 
successful he will come back, but will not consider it strange If ho does 



not , 

Althougi Ida has h4 little or no trade training rti should "nr-fca 
good* in ^ny wrk which sh a undertakes, as she is bright anc] willing 
and ready to learn. 3he hi not entered any evening school become *he 
Is far from dtson^ and when she copies htn° from vorY :;t ni ;:ht -he his 
a great many duties in the home in order to spare h r mother. 3he is 
one of tha typical "Little Mothers" of the poor, aad deserves all the 
help that can bo ^Iven her. 

Amelia H. 

i^aelia is a cao^t attractive little Italian girl who in spite of -ho 
fact that for many aontae she has had the ?r»tire support of the family 
upon a r shoulders, la just * jolly hapry-go-luc^ry girl. She Tms be?m 
in Italy sixteen yo:trs a^o and cans to th&e c untry ffhaa a baby with h^r 
father anu mother. *>he now lives with then and with *"ivft youn^or brothers 
and aisters in four small dark rooms on Kaat ^hirty-f ourth street. Vfrch 
year there has been u_nfortunntoly less and less saon^y until at the 
present tliae the family is .uite destitute and needs food ant? clothing 
and tiie priml necessities of life. 

As long as Alalia can r^manhxr she his wanted to be a dressmaker. 
«I leved to sew when I was very little ^nd I nned to do all the mending. 
Once a lady in my cnurch gava m© sotee britcht pieces of cloth for dolls 
drosses and I Viou^h*. then that vh&n I ^rew up I >ould leam to make 
dresciee for zeal oeople, I want ad awfully to 50 to the trade jchooi, 
but I J«at couldn't affart It so when I left school I felt I ;v.d to go 
right tc v/orr." Amelia griftfaataa from >7ublie school at tae age of four- 
teen an secure i a position in dr sr honaa as a trUnar at |4 a **ek, 
anc 1 , did GXCG~~<^t *«ork. Finally she earned *"8. -*he regained w5th the 
firm for a year and three Keiths whe the firo M led and she was with- 



out WOAm She wad unable to secure a position with a good salary. 
Finally ahe went into an underwear house again ks a trimmer for .J5 a 
week. She was laid off after seven months because work was slack. About 
this time she became a member of a girls* club and was referred to a 
philanthropic employment exchange where sue secured work in a waist 
house at $7 a week. She is still in this x)osition. 

The home of this family is kept as bright and clean as it is possible 
to make it. There are curtains at the windows and while they are coarse 
and ragged they are always cloan. The \itchen wriich is the ^jenorai living 
room for one 'araily and a bedroom for the two boys at ni&ht, is scrubbed 
daily and is a pleasant meeting place for the nemo rs of the family. The 
mother speaks very little English and knows very little of iife outside 
O f her own ho e or the homes of her Italian nei jhbors. In many ways 
she i3 o superior woman and is very much interested in the children and 
seems especially fond of Amelia. Tho father is at home a great part of 
the time now. At on^ time was had a fruit stand but ho was very unstso- 
cessful and lo#t all the money that he made. He now and then finds work 
which brings $2 a day but this is only on rare occasions. There is a 
brother ^ho will be fourteen in a fer days hwft- he will be placed at work 
jut as soon as he is taken from school. The family would not have been able 
to exist this winter if their rent had not been paid by a philanthropic 
organisation. 

There is very little amusement for Amelia. Her father guards her 
will all the strictness of the Ital an parent and she is never allowed to 
go out in the evenings except when accompanied by her father or some cld.er 
person. She belonged to a girls' club -hirh raet j n the evenings, but 
her father would not allow her to ZP there unless the leader tfalled for 



an- brough har back home. Finally she wis transferred to a club nesting 
on Sunday afternoons as it wa, so difficult for tar to get away in the 
evenings. 

Unlike most working ^irls, she has very seldom been inside of a 
theatre and ha. bever been inside of a dance hall. "I Just love to dance 
and when I waa a little girl I used to dance with all the children 
a hudry-gurdy played, I would like to do It still, only 1 am too big. 
Iihave never b en even to a danc- in the settlement, but I think, perhaps, 
father will let we jo sometime i r he can cone with ma and brinj mn hick 
again." 

Ruth 3. 

Buth's father does very little to help in the support of the family 

life, in (fact, it i 1 rgely due bo <is Inability to hold positions or to 
succeed in whatever ^ork he tries to do that serious difficulties have 
faced the arnily. Mr. B. was for four years a pedlar hrving a push-cart 
from which he sola candies. He was for a tine successful in this work, 
but t year- a^o, decided to open a candy store. For a year ho straggled 
alon^c trying to meot the rent and to make a success of his business. 
However, he failed, aad! ha brought in no money to the family since. The 

family consisting of the father, nother, three- : ;irls of working ago and 
toe children in school, besides seventeen year old Ruth. The family live 

in a five room tenement in Brooklyn rnd r^y $24. a month for tt. The 
income at the present time in &bcu+ $20 a week, besides the a month 
which is paid for the ront of one room fror- ta« who has occupied it for 
over a year. The rooms arc attract tvely furnished emA clean. Tn the 
living' room there is a lar^-e chest of drawers, which is rasely valuable. 
This has been in the family for a great many years. It is evident that 
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the 8*1 have Known a tine ^hen thoy were no*; pressed for raon-ry and ^hen 
they coulc! enjoy jorae of the good thing* of life. 

Buth graduated from the public school and almost lirao* lately secure 
a position with a dressmaker & a draper a" $6 a we^. She rc ^'nod in 
this position for four monthn, *tten she became ill and iras unable to con- 
tinue work, but four months later she ms a&ain ta?ren back into the firm 
this tide at $6 a weak, ?7here sho li still vorHlig, Accord lag to her 
employer, her work is satisfactory, but lrho-s little si^ns or special 
ability or any originality. According to hfer., 3uth Inoke trade training 
am? is not keen and brill int enough to learn ^ery quickly from her 
a iprontlceship. ghe is however, faithful to hor ?*ork and la very anxJous 
to improve. A£ a business school she is studying Kngllsh and business 
arithmetic and is very anxious to learn office work, the /ill not believe 
that there is any future in the dresn:^^k r n-? trade and f esls that 3tenography 
If a great and worthy profession. It is p .rtjy bf>cmiso of air ambition 
to take up this line of ?;ork that sho takes so little interest In her 
present occupation. 

Euth is a tall dark girl in unusually jocd health ^vhi h shcm itself 
in bar coloring and in h*?r stong athletic figure. Tie loves to bo out- 
doors anitakas Ions walks after ^ork . She is vory popular aiaon^ the young 
people in the neit^orhood and is invited oat to great raa ny entertain- 
ments. According to her mother she is "too fond of the boys." 3h* is 
nevor hap£y 1^ t?i0 evening unless >he can be out at some place of amuse- 
ment, or ontortnininj; her frionds in hor own hone. All the money sho can 
save she spe^s on clothes and she seems to tforry more at the thou£?it cf 
not being able to have a now dress than at the r act that the family is 
actually having a hard tine this "-inter. 9h* is not -Jtoeofcter selfish 
and vory willingly turns over her pay onvelopo unowned to h-r mother 



on Saturday evenings. In many rvays she seems to be the favorite daughter 
of the mother an^ her share of the family income is often greater than 
that of hor older sisters although they c ntribute mere to the family 

income. 
Ada B. 

Ada is far more capable than her sister Ruth. u he is a bright 

wholesome girl, full of fun, eager to learn, and able to car-y re- 

sponsibilit;/. She graduated from public school and went for one year 
to hi^^a school. CThen she left to secure a position ?/ith a private 

dressmaker as a learner for £>5 a week. Here she did g'od work and was 
rapidly advanced to $8. She has held that sa^ne position now for three 
years and her employer says that "dome day she will make a real dress- 
maker and start an establishment of her own." 

At home, Ada is the ?rac ical one. She aids hor mother in the 
running of the home, male Ln; practical suggestions £or the meals and for 
the saving of money for clothing and for the ex:>enditure of the small 
family income. 3he differs a great deal from either of her sisters. 
Her evenings are spent reading or sewing. Her few friends are devoted 
to her and come to her with their difficulties because they really 
appreciate the value of her advice. 

Less attractive in her personal appearance than the other two girls, 
she i3 far more attractive intellectually and will probably be the one 
that will make the most success of her trade life. 
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Mabel 3. 

Mabel is the butterfly of the b. family. She is only fifteen years 
old and has been working one year. 3he graduated from public school at 
the age of fourteen and secured a position with a private dressmaker at 
J4.5C a week, "^he has kept this position for nearly a year now. Sev ral 
times her employer has threatened to turn hor out owing to the fact that 
3he is often late to r, ork or does not come at all. This tardiness is 
usually the result of late evenings as Mabel goee out a great deal either 
with her friends or with her sister Huth to moving picture houses or 
parties. If she does not actually go to places of this nind, she visi?^ 

with her friends and stays up u til late at night, "foiling raj- t ime away* 
Unlike Ada, Mabel is absolutely lacking in sense of responsibility and 

does not seem to realize the struggle the family is having this winter. 
She objects seriously to giving her share of her money to the faaily as 
she wants it to spend on clothing or amusements. However, this is due 
to her youth and to the fact that sho is spoiled by tho members of her 
family. here is no reason to balive that she will not in time settle 
down into a steady worker and n raake good* in her profession. 

Mollie S. 

The home of the 3 f s is as bright and cheerful and happy as one could 
desire, ^'hey occupy four rooms on Allen Street and although the Second 
Avenue "L" rumbles past their wind own and tho street is full of crowds 
and eolee, the family aoem auite coatenfced. 

After climbing two flights of darK stairs one enters dieectly into 
the kitchen which is at the front of the nous >. This room i3 clean and 
kept in good wrder by the mother who is a thrifty housekeeper and far 
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more sycn thetic with her c ildron and interested in them than the 

average foreign mother. From th&s room one passes Mironf^i two small 

inner bedrooms into the back room which is used as a combination liv.'ng 
room, sleeping room and oinin room. ?here is a bright green carpet on 

theffloow, a heavy oak dingin table in the oa^er of the room upon which 
rests a vase filled wi h artificial flowers, A massive sideboard Offered 
with cut glass and gaily decorated china, a couch which is used at night 
as a bed, several comfortable chairs, 1 ce curtains at the vindovs hiding 
the neighbors clothes lines from view. In the evenly a light fron a ker- 
osene isim gives the room a home like ppearance. 

The family consists of the fatfcer mother throe girls and one boy. 
?ho two older gisls ilolloe and I<'anny are the regular *ags eaters of the 
family although the father brings home $4 or }5 a week. He is a carpen- 
ter and was at one t?me steadily employed, but ho h had very little 
business this past winter. A boy who is just otit of shcool and has taken 
a position ao an office boy at £>6 a weok. 

Hollie left the public shcool in the seventh grade and took a position 
aa an operator in a waist house. ~he started in at J6 a we k and is 
holding this same position for five years. She is no.v earning $12 a week 
and acco ding to her e m loyor is one of the best workers he has over had. 
This employer is unusually kind to the girl and much interested in he- 
welfare. She was taken ill with appendicitis and forced to be out of 
work for six weeks. He paid ler salary daring tae whole time and gladly 
took h r back then she was able, llcllie enjoys her worK. She has little 
use for a &iri v£o is complaining "I thin^ she ought to be glad that she 
had work to do. If she li s end her tine trying to do good work there 
wouldn't be so many jirls hunting for jobs. Of course it is lard and I 
get sick of the noise, but I like I > :now that I ca do my work 

well and 
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bo able to help support the family. I do not know what I to Id have done 
this winter if I was laid off like the other tfirls and I would have been 
if I didn f t always try to do my work". 

For amusement tho girls have joined settlement club3. They are faith- 
ful members and almost always are on tho committees for social affairs. The 
sisters ar very rarely separated. "I would rather be with Fannie *han 
with any other girl I know and what's the use of being sisters if you don't 
go out together. It is so much fun to come lomo and talfc: it all ovor." 
Sometimes on Saturday evenings the entire family 30 to a moving picture show. 

There is happiness and comparative comfort in t&is homo and LJollie 
will probably always be successful in her trade lifo. 



Frieda R. 

Frieda was born in Hussia twenty-six years ago. 3he came to this 
country with her father and mother, four younger sisters and one brother 
/hen she was seventeen years eld. She immediately secured a position 
with a private family and lived with than for over four years. 

Things were not as bright for the little family as Mr. R. expected 
they would be in this '♦Lan. 3 of PRomise". He was in delicate health and 
was only able to secure temporary work now and then. The little moa y 
that Frieda sent home every month, although it was the fullamount of her 
earnings and she kent nothing out for clothing or spending money, was not 
sufficient to support the family. As soon as the hoy was fourteen years 
old ho was taken flut of school and put to work. Jfe secured a position for 
$3 a week and for a time things seemed more prosperous for the H's. How- 
ever, tho strain an 3 worry had proved too much for Frieda's mother and she 
became ill and after a few months died. Frieda was not tolfi of her 

mother 1 s death for over a month. 10a she did learn of it, she decided 
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to give up hor position and to seek employment in the city where she could 
be at home to care for the younger children. 

The girl found it rather difficult to secure work as 3he had no 
training whatrfer, but at last throu^i a newspaper advert i seme nt sh se- 
cured a position in a waist houso a3 a heastitcher at $5 a week. She 
proved a good sorter and -ea3 soon put on r. loco moA* At the end of the 
four years, when the firm wit out of business, she .;us earning* from 
fE4 to $26 a we*&, and naa well able to meet the needs of the family. 

Frieda 'tent to school for two years and a half in autu*ia, and re- 
grot* tjje fiact that the was net aide to attend school in this counrtry. 
*I aerer tell anybody I wo.it to school in auasia because I kne; ao little, 
and tiro schools over therfr are so different from here". The felrl realizes 
the value of an ed cation and is doin^ her be^t to &ive her sisters the 
opportunities for training that the city offers. Althou^x for years 
Frieda and her brother have been the only support cf the f^ily, as her 
father is too ill to wcrk, she has kept hor aiaters at school, although two 
of then are of ^vorkia& a^o . ihe older is fiaisHiu& a business course at 
high achojl. Rebecca^ who is sixtsen years old, Graduated from public 
school and started high school, but had to ^ive it up on account fcf ill 
health. n $hQ seems to be the only one of us that is not healthy. The 
rest of us up strong, but Kcbocca never seeaa to have gotten over my 

mother^ death. She worries and worries all the tine. Last summer I 
thought that if she could go, away to the country and stay for a few months 
that sho would be alrl£&t, so I sent net up $c the mountains and paid M2 
a week board f r hor. TCe had a hard tine trying to pay this, but we 
managed to feet along. We did without spending money because wo thougit 
Tiobecca would cone home strong. It did f nt seem to do aer much good. 
3he had no friends in the country abd was lonesome all thi tine. This sua- 

mer 1 want to send h r away where 3he can make friends aaong &irls of te>r 
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age. I know I am not working and ws hive very little money* but I would 
do anything If I could help Rfcbecca get her health back. 

Prleda has very littlo tine for amusement as she spends all her 
evenings at home sewing and mending. She is very ambitlois and is eager 
to learn the English language. Ihe has few friends in the neighborhoodm but 
Is anxious to make the acquaintance of "good girls*. f?he keeps a strict 

watch ovor her sisters and will alio?? then to go to no place of ; musement 
unless she can accompany thorn, and they hare no friend & of rfhom she dees not 
anprove . 

Conaiderlnj the diaadvan tinges of Frieda's early life, she has so 
far made a groat success of her work, and has done ail in her vower to en- 
able her si.itors to >aake a uccess of theirs "I only regret that I was not 
making enough money when my brother was fourteen to keep hiai at school. 
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Ill * 3he Girl in the burnished Room. 

Jennie H. 

It is not an uncommon thing for a young immigrant girl to be 
exploited upon her arrival in this conn try. *%e case of Jennie le 
a striking example of the advantage that in taken of a girl because of 
her ignorance of the customs of the new land in which she finds herself, 
Jennie was born in Germany 1€ years ago. Her mother aid father are at 
the present time in Austria and since the out break of the war, Jennie 
has not heard from thera. She came to this country two years ago, because 
she wanted to m&ke money and bring her family over. She had heard from 
friends who had come before that "It was a fine place for a girl." fo, 
with this idea, one hot day in July, an attractive fri^itened girl applied 
at a shabby, broken-down, tenement house on Clinton Street for a room. 

Mrs. W. , the landlady, evidently saw her opportunity. Here was an 
attractive immigrant girl who knew nothing of the conditions or customs 
of the country and who also knew little of the value of -American money, 
therefore, she decided to make the most she could out of the girl, so she 
promised her a room and board for $6.00 a week. This was the exact amount 
the girl earned in her first position. It is probable that if she were 
earning a greater amount, Mrs. W# would have seen fit to charge her 
accordingly, 

Jennie had had very little education in her own country and vhat she had 
was of little value to her here. she immediately went to night sch8ol in 
order to learn English and started out in a search of work* The started in 
a feather house on Bast Broadway where ehe curled feathers for $6.00 a week. 
She remained for three months and then left for a similar position on Broome 
Street vhere she was a brancher for £7.00. Both these positions she secured 
throu^i advertisements in the papers. $\e It ft this last place because it 
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was slow and was out of work for three months. All this time the rent 

accumulated and Mrs. f . never missed an opportunity to tell her that she 

was "a poor woman in need." 

One day, after the girl was returning home from a fruitless search for 

work, she met the friend, through v?hose influence she had com* to this country. 

This girl was working in a waist house on 26th Street, and thought she could 

get a "job* for Jennie as a finisher at that factory. The n&xt mornin& 

both girls started to the pew place of work, and Jennie not only secured a 

position, but proved a verfr skillful hand sewer and was soon earning $9.00 

a week. After six months in this place, conditions became bad and the girl 

was laid off. Then became the long, vain search for employment;. Waist ard 

dress houses were not taking girls on, but laying them off and there seemed 

to be no place for Jennie, 'The landlady pressed her continually for money 

and vfaen the girl suggested that perhaps she had better leave and find another 

place, Mrs. W. refused to let her take her clothing with her. *?he girl began 

to get desperate and stopped taking her meals in the place, and tried to live 

on what little she could buy from the push-carts in the neighborhood. 

Eventually, Jennie drifted into an employment exchange of a philanthropic 

association. In spite of the difficult winter she had had, the girl was well 

dressed and appeared hopeful that Jthings would turn for her, and begged very 

pitifully for work. hen she was told that $6.00 a week was entirely too 

much to r>ay for a room on Clinton Street, she showed no resentment towards 

Mrs. W. , instead she said "You see, I suppose she needed the money. She is 

A poor womaniland only gets what she earnp from her pickle-push." An investi- 

itor immediately went down to see the conditions under which the girl lived, 
h. 

was horrified by the appearance of the place. The house, a three room 

moment was extremely dirty, and Mrs, V. was a repulsive looking woman, i^he 
Li 

V cancer in the face and her clothing and general appearance was filthy. 
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their living, and she begged her family to allow her to leave Russia and 
come to this country. Mrs. R. had a brother living in Brooklyn, and 
the girl became very insistent, she wrote to him and made arranger© nts to 
send Cella to this country. The girl was ove :■ jo *d. She seemed to have 
no fear at all of the strange land* *X knew everyone in America was a friend 
of strangers and I thought it was an easy country to make money in. M So on 
the morning of July 25th, 1914, she landed on the steamer Czar, and was met 
by her uncle Morris. 

This uncle was not particularly anxious to take the responsibility of 
the girl. Fe found a position for her as a finisher on waists at $5.00 a 
week, and secured a room in the home of Mrs. L. , on East 9th ^treet. Mrs. I. 
is a young Jewish woman about 33 years of age. The family occupy four rooms 
on the second floor, front, Cella has a bed In a small dark inner room, vhich 
she shares with another girl, for which she pays &4.00 a month. She also pays 
ten cents for breakfast and twenty-five cents for dinner. Ber lunch she takes 
with her to her place of work. ?<hile Mrs. L. ia a very Ignorant woman, she 
seems to be fond of Celia, althou^i she knows very little about the girl's life. 
She home, however, is not an attractive nor a healthful one. The rooms are 
small and not kept clean and the seven people are quite hopelessly crowded in 
the small space. 

Utile winter has been a hard one for both Celia and the L. family. Early 
in November, Celia lost her position because w $here waan't no work," and the 
girl found it impossible to secure another position. This was probably 
largely due to the fact that she can only speak Yiddish, and she had had a 
little education o* trade experience. Sh* was unable to secure help from 
her uncle in Brooklyn as he had moved and failed to give Celia his new address. 
Efforts were made to locate him, but without success. In the meantime, Mr. 
L. lost his position and things became black for the little family. In spite 
of this however, there seemed to be no danger of Celia being turned out into 



Jennie slept with one of her landlady** children in a dark *nside room. Kra, 
W. did nothing but complain of what a hard time she wan having and hov much 
aha needed Jennie** money, but she absolutely refused to a) low Dannie to leave 
unless money waa paid to release the girl's trunk- Finally she consented 
to give up the trunk in exchange for #5.00 and Jennie *ap trM&f*7nr*& to a 
boarding home on West 110th street* 

In this new atmosphere, Jennie began to develop. Her physical condition, 
*nich had been undermined by lack of proper food improved and rhe became a 
healthy fine looking girl. It was impossible, however, to place her at her 
trade owing to the fact nhat the season vas slack, Fhe waa placed in one 
of the relief employment room^ where she could earn enough mon^jfi to pay her 
board of $3*00* and where ehe waa not incur ing new debts. She is there at 
the present time, although effort Is being made to secure a regular pos.lt) on 
for her. In the meantime, she is continuing her work in Jfetgllsh, aa her 
ignorance of the language in one of her big handicaps* 

Delia K, 

Oelia is an unusually attractive vTewish girl, 19 years of age, ^he has 
dark curly hair, black eyes and unusually higfr coloring* 5$ie is so striking- 
looking that she often attracts attention on the streets although she it. quiet 
and inconspicuous in her manner* 3he has been in -America less than a year aid 
still speaks very broken Kngllsh, 

Celia*p father keeps a grocery store in ~ussia- Far own mother died soon 
after Gel la was bom, and her father married a^ain, but tfrere were no children 
by this second marriage* ^e went to school in Russia for two or three years, 
but as she says; **^e schools are not like they are here. X dont know What 
grade I was in and I didn't learn much, but reading and wrKing," hen she 
wss 16 years old, she became very much interacted in *he letters that were read 
to her by some of her friends from young girls ?ho had eoro to America to earn 



the streets. It was true that the family mig^t starve, but they would not 
desert their boarder in her need* A temporary position was found in one of 
the relief sewing rooms to help Celia over the worst difficulties snd her 
record there showed faithfulness and interest in her work. Later it was 
possible to secure a scholarship fo? her at the Manhattan Trade School, where 
she could learn to become more proficient in hand sewing. T he girl attended 
there faithfully for Fix weeks, and was placed directly from there into a 
position paying six dollars a week. Her faithfulness and interest In her 
work, together with her attractive manner will doubtless be of great help 
to her in her places of work. 

Fortunately, Celia Is an ambitious girl. Just as soon as possible, she 
enrolled in an evening school vhere she could learn English and her improve- 
ment in her short time in this country is remarkable. She spends moB t of 
her evenings at home reading. "I do not go around much though I do like to 
dance and I do like moving pictures, but I read most everything I find, because 
I want to leam English. I read newspapers mostly, because they are cheap 
and easy to get. Mr. L. always has one in the house. I do not like to go 
around much at night alone, because men bother me. All I want to do is learn 
to do a job well, so I can get some money. No, I dont want to move to a 
better hone. Mrs. L. treats me fine and I am happy here." 

It looks as thou^i this girl would have a good opportunity because of her 
personal attractiveness and her strength of character to "make good" in this 
new land. 
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Dora S. 

Dora is a pretty Irresponsible girl of sixteen. the was bom in 
Russia and cane to this country two years ago with her father, : ,ast winter 
he returned to Knssia to bring back her mother and her five younger brothers 
and sisters. TThile there the war broke out and he has been unable to return 
and Dora has received no word from him. In the meantime, she is living 
wit& her cousin, Mrs. D., and her husbrnd end child in a two room rear tene- 
ment. The house is In bad condition and the stairs and halls are dirty. 
Dora sleep s on a cot in the kitchen and pays $2.25 a week board. 

Mr. D. is a nigjit watchman p earning $15.00 a week, but during this 
winter he was out of work for three mont£r>, and the family accumulated 
bills for rent and food. Mrs. P. has been in this country a year and only 
speaks Yiddish. They have one child, a boy of two years. »<Mle they 
are willing to keep ^ra with them because they feel responsible for her, 
they still feel that It Is somewhat of an imposition to have to support a 
girl rfco is so distantly related to them. They do not hesitate to nag her 
and complain of how much she eats, and to show very plainly their disappoint- 
ment when she com*s home without work. As the result of this, Dora has teen 
desperately unhappy this winter and has more thar. once threatened to leave 
them and to "find her own spot." 

Dora want to school for three and a half years in Russia but did little 
more than to learn to read and write. ^hen she came to tftis country she 
knew nothing of the language snd entered evening school for the t-urpose of 
studying English. .lust as soon as she understood the language at all, she 
secured a position in an underwear house on Vooster Street as an operator, 
there she remained one year earning (6.00. Her record here was good and 
she lost per position only because times were hard. Then followed three 
months without work; months of continual nagging at home because she couldn't 
obtain a position; months when she walked block after block in the vain search 



far a M job H because she had no carfare to ride* 4t last she secured a 
position In a waist house on Ludlow Street, where shendld piece work which 
amounted to about $3.00 a week. This barely paid her board. As the 
winter wore on this position became more and more undesirable. ^e would 
earn $3.00 one week and the next, business would be bad and she would 
sometimes only earn £^.25. She is still in this place, but says now she 
almost always makes the full $3.00. 

The home life of Dora is not a very good or attractive one, so she 
seeks her amusement elsewhere. Since she has been unable to afford nlckles 
for the moving pictures, she has been depending upon her friends for invitations. 
As she is quite a pretty girl, she has a great many friends a^iong the boys 
and men in the neighborhood t who are only too glad to treat her to a "show* 
when Saturday ni£it comes around. Effort has been made to interest the girl 
in different clubs, but it seems impossible to hold her unless there is plenty 
of dancing and "fellows to show you a good time. H In spite of this, however, 
Dora is, to all appearances, a good girl, simply anxious to escape from the 
surroundings in which she finds herself and to enjoy to the full all the 
good times that her sixteen years offer her. 

Elsie 3. 

Elsie is not strong enough to work and has no family to care for her. She 
was bora twenty-two years ago In Austria and lived with her father, mother, 
one sister and four brothers, until five years ago when she came to this 
country, to "get a chance." She seems to have come from a fairly well-to-do 
and intelligent family. Her father is a grain dealer in Bukovina, -Austria. 
She has a brother studying to be a doctor, another an engineer and another 
studying to be a professor. The younger brother and sister are still in 
school in Austria. Elsie was educated in the public schools in that country 
and is able to read and write in English, but speaks very brokenly. 
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When KLsle first came to this country f she took a pee ition as a house- 
work maid, earning £20 a month. The staid in this place for two years and 
s&Ted the greater part of her money. She then toofc another position, but 
as 1Ms only i>aid $16, she left in order to e«t rri-e money. % r this time, 
ehe had begun to notice tbe attitude of the Jewish girls in America towards 
housework, and felt that this work was very much below her, £he then went 
into a waist house as a finisher, earning, after she had learned the trade, 
from $9 to #15 a week* Just as she was beginning to be proficient in the 
work, there was a strike and she was forced to leave. Since that time 
she has held three different positions in waist-houses and has left each 
time because the work was slow. Last winter, when she was out of work 
for several weeks, she took a position as a house-maid again, but she was 
taken ill and left to enter a hospital. Ifcis winter she has spent most 
of her time In the hospital. 

During the fire years that ^Isie has been in this country, she has 
saved $100 which has been in a private bank on Jttvington Street. Iliis bank 
closed this winter and Elsie has been unable to secure any of her money. 
The girl is greatly disturbed, but refused to accept charity, more than 
borrowing "a few cents off my friends." Ihls is her own story of the 
situation:- "I l*ft my family *n Austria and came to this country. l!y 
girl friend who used to live in my torn sent me the money to come over. 
Phe had a husband in this country who di#a f She has a boy twelve years 
old to support. She married again, but her husband is no good and she 
has to support him. I do not know where they are now living. I am worried 
about my father. I used to hear every two weeks, but I have not heard from 
him for over six months. He is not too old to fight and my three brothers 
are in the war, and T am afraid that they have been killed. One thing I 
would like you to do for me is to get news about my father. I saved .;100, 
itfiich I put in the bank and you know they ha^e broke up and I cannot get It bad 



They are paying some of the money to families where there are no children, 
but do not give single girls any. I guess I will take a few children with 
me, maybe I can get some then. Oh: no. I have no relatives or anybody 
in this country and do not want to know anybody, I am just for myself." 

Hlsie is boarding this winter with a tee. |. f who has a three room 
tenement on First Avenue. ^e place ie in a filthy condition and not fit 
for any girl to live in, She woman is not at all interested in Klsie and 
does not care v?hat becomes of her and threatens to turn her out if she doesn't 
pay her board. The girl pays $2.00 a week for the room and she gets most of 
her own meals. Alien asked what she had for dinner, she said?- "I get a bottle 
Of milk and some bread at the bakers and a pickle from tie pushcart and that's 
all I need." 

It has been absolutely impossible to place the girl because of her 
physical condition. At different times during the last two years she has 
been in Beth Israel Hospital, Jefferson and Cherry Streets, and the woman's 
Infirmary, 321 Bast 15th Street. Eer record at these hospitals show that 
she was suffering from diseases, many of them largely due to malnutrition. 
Her record reads in each case "Discharged Improved' \ never cured, ^he is 
at present suffering from Heuresthenia and Intestinal Intoxication. >Ueie 
has taken a great dislike to hospitals as she feels that all they do is to 
experiment on her and she refuses to go to a convalescent home for month's 
rent. As the girl is of age and has no family in this country it is impossible 
to force her to. All she wishes of anyone is first to find her father, and 
secondly to secure her money from the bank. 

A letter was sent to the Austrian Consul at Vienna in hopes of securing 
news of her family, but without success. Efforts are being mrde to secure 
some of the money from the bank. Until that time, Rlsle will probably drift 
from or>e temporary position to another, as she is not in a condition to secure 
a peiwanent one. -69- 



Anna P. 

Anna, aged nineteen, Jewish, came from Russia two years ago with her 
younger sister. She received her education in Russia where she went to 
school for seven years. Fowever, the education does not seem to have 
fitted her for any work in this new country. | hen she was only in 
ftew York a short time, she had a quarrel with her sister and they separated 
and went to different parts of the city to live. ^nna secured a room with 
a family livine at 1409 I^adison Avenue and paid $4.00 a week board. Her 
first position was as an operator on skirts in a house on lower Broadway 
where she received $5.00 a week. She was there nine months and then went 
out on a strike and was out of work for nine weeks, during which time her 
board bill accumulated. She then Becured another position also as an 
operator on skirts at §6.50 but she seems to have been followed by strikes 
and was only here four months when another strike was called and she was 
out of work this time for three months. After that she worked for a year 
with another skirt hotise on Broadway receiving at piece work between £7 and 
$8 and left this winter because the work was slow. She seems to have a 
very good record and while she is not particularly quick she is of average 
ability and is faithful in her work. 

Anna lives in a small furnished room. This room is kept neat and clean 
and Mrs. K. , the landlady seems to be very fond of Anna, but as she is a poor 
woman and very much in need of money, she has threatened to trurm Anna out 
several times, so that she mi$it again receive money for the room. Because 
of thiB, Anna found it necessary to anpeal for aid from a charitable organiza- 
tion and several time? was loaned money to meet her board bill. She, however, 
developed a begging instinct and seemed to invariably prefer receiving charity 
to working at anything except her trade. A good position at housework was 
offered to her by the organization which had been paying her board, and she 
absolutely refused to consider it. **i won t do anything to lower myself. 



If my parents In Rase la knew of It they would have nothing to do with me. 
While I am willing to work, and I dont want to accept charity, I would let 
Mrs. K. torn rae oat before I would do housework.* Fowevf r, it seemed wise 
in the face of this, not to give Anna eny more financial aid. Fortunately, 
in a few weeks the girl secured a position in her c&h trade for $5.00, and 
is working there now and is able to pay her board. 

Sophie S. 

Two years ago, when only seventeen years old, scphie came tc the 
Unitted States from Hussia. "All my life I have wanted to come to this 
country. I had friends here and I heard r,o much about it. My mother, she 
didn*t want me to, but I was so very unhappy, she let me come. I had a 
girl friend here who said she would m<5et me and find work for me. No.' I 
was not at all afraid. I was just excited. I didnH like to leave my 
mother, but she wouldn't come, and I just had to." 

According to her promise, Sophie's "girl friend" met her at the boat 
and took her to a room on Essex Street where she had secured a place for her. 
Here Sophie shared a small bed-room with another girl. ^he paid $2 a moWbh 
for the room and $1.60 a week for two meals. ifce family with whom Bhe boards 
is large and there is very little money. Tnere are seven people crowded 
into four rooms. the house is dirty and ill-kept and It is not a very happy 
home for a young and lonely girl. However, Sophie says "I miss my mother a 
lot and I dont like the place I live in very much, but it is great to be free 
to do what I want, ^here are so many new things to see and so much happening 
on the streets. I can be happy for hours, loaning out. of the window matching 
it. I hope some day to be able to save money to get my mother ever here, but 
I am afraid that she doesn't want to corae." 
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Soon after coming to thin country, Sophie secured a position as en 
operator on children's Oopbor with a firm on 'vo outer street, She was there 
nine months earning between $6 and $7 on piece-work. 9m proved a Fkillful 
worker and left at the end of that time, because she found a better position. 
This time Bhe earned $8.50 a week with a firm on Greene street. After two 
months, bueineBB became bad, Sophie was laid off and it was almost impossible 
for her to Beetle work, Th* woman with whom Bhe lived constantly threatened 
to turn her out *nd the girl Beamed much changed from a hapoy, care- free 
g*rl to en anxious and worried one. About this tine, Bhe heard of a girls # 
club throng some ether jirls, *t\o were also sfiek^ng; for pop it lone with her 
and she went t© the leader and Replied for help. Temporary -**>rk was secured 
for her in a relief work-room until r,here wa* pgain a call for opera tore, 
when Sophie wee almost the first one placed, o^ing to the fact tj^t phe 
really was a cood worker, : he ir nnw earning between $8 aM $9 a week, 

Sophie is very fond of ths "movies*" almost nightly she to*" with a 
group of £irlfl to one of the many n«ar-by theatre r and spend * a couple cf 
hours there, for&o*. tins everything:, but the imaginary world in which ehe 
finds herself, Fhe has an extremely vivia imagination . W I Just love to 
make up Btorlep. 7% must be £reat to be a writer and to do e tor lee for the 
paper Yob! I do love the movies, «sr>eo tally the exciting ones. ! mid 
like to bo a moving picture actress, but I do not T^now how and I dont dare 
give up *ny Stib** Sophie ir- alee fond of dancing end go*p frequently to tte 
dance hallB in the neighborhood of her home with other friends, The knowe 
a .number of boyB now, but seems to hsve a very nature) wholesome feeling 
toward them. In fact, ehe has very little ns-» for e«r?R *ho ft re "Billy over 
<»n. M Bhi faithful to her *rork p.nd mfeltlMP erd aaesr for a good 

time. 

Life in Awlca 1* still ft "e^ ml int.errptine exnerJence for her. S he 
does no* Boem to f eol the monotony of work, or to desire much that Bhe doep not 



already possess. 
Anna R. 

Anna came to the United states oyer a year ^go f because she had 
heard so mich about the good wages and the good times of working girls 
in New York. She has had r? ther an eventful life* She was born 1H 
Russia, but her parents hrve travelled from country to country, living 

for time in Austria and later in Germany and finally in England. 
Most of the girl's scholling was in England, but at the age of Sixteen 
when she went to work, she could do little more than read and write ana 
was ent'reljt untrained. Sh« worked for two years with a dressmaker 
in London, giving her time for the first year in exchange for board and 
t/raining. At the end of th&t time, she took another pop It ion which she 
held for a year and e half earning $4 or $6 a week, according to whether 
or not trade was good* Sh* became tired of the monotony and began 
begging her parents to allow her to come to the United states* She had 
a friend in New Tnrk who wrote her brilliant letters of her success here. 
Finally even the father became interested and decided that he would come 

ith the girl -nd see If they could save noney enou^i to send for the 
mother and the two children later. 

Alomsot immediately upon her arrival in this ccuntry, Anna se- 
cured a position in a sk'rt house on Broome street as a finisher and did 
really g^od work ther* soon earning §9 a week which seeded 8 great deal 
to the girl. Ho ever, the father was less fortunate. He drifted 
from one occupation to nother and finally was taken i uite seriously 
ill, contracted tuberculosis «nd was placed in the hospital where he re- 
mained fur several months, leaving Ann- entirely upon her own resources. 
She secured a room on East Ninty-eighth Street and I 11 went well until 
work became slack r nd she was laid off. Her landlady would not 
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a minute for her pay and turned the girl out of door* keeping in her pos- 
session most of Ann*** clothing or what phe considered payment for two 
weeks board which the girl owed, Anna secured pnother room on Ninty-eight 
Street* only to have i similar exnerience tvo eeks lfter. Anout this 
time she applied at one of the philanthropic employment exchanges for work/ 
Seople became interested in her case. MOney was loaned the girl to pay 
her board and work was again secured for her at §6 a week. 

Meantime, her father had come out of the hosoital and secured a position. 
Then desperate letters began to come from the monther in England* War had 
broken out, conditions v;ere vory bad and the mother and children were actually 
starving. As bothe the father and cteu#iter were now working steadily, the 
rest of the family were sent for, and they settled in a snail three room 
tenement in Brooklyn where they pre now living. 

Anna has one great failing. &ie becomes alomost instantly dependent 
upon others for help. YfaBn loaned $2, her efforts at seek-ng ork instantly 
stop and she se med quite hapny and content until that money was entirely 
gone. It was finally necesf»ary to refuse her ary financial aid at ally al- 
though she was often in very great need of it. She has ho ever, held 
faithfully to the last position secured for her althou^i it is hard work. 
She is extremely devoted to her Mother and sisters and for them r ill do 
anything in her power. hile there is extreme poverty in the feome and 
while the f ? ther and mother are both in delic te health there Is still a 
strong family feeling which holds them together. 
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V Htf ftirl with a F*\ys*oal or Mental Handicap 



Among the ardent supporters of socialism is E17a # a twenty-one year 
el4^ Jewish girl *ho a not only interested in all radical movei' nts hut 
actually helps to spread various forms of violent pr pagans. She has 
bean so greatly Influenced by these m vements that her whole mode of 
life has actually charged, 

Ella gradated from public school and went Immedl tely to i orlc as an 
operator on waist* and dresses* Although *he started at $5 a week she 
rapidly advanced until sha was earr ing |10 or PIP.. Her vork record in 
her places of empl^ynent has been g od t but her reason for losing her 
positions brings out m : ny of her characterist ics. fee posit "ons out of 
the five she has held* fhe lost because she was one of the wain e; dare 
in a strike* Another place she lost because the "boss* said "X was 
getting the girls discontented". ^\e other two places she v^ss laid off 
because o* sialic time*. Althoutfri T.lla has only a public, school education * 
she has taken advantages of various opportunities to ,'oin different irinds 
of classes. She fea* been in different evening school clas es t elocution 
classes* history classes and has attended lectures on socialism and omen 
Suffrage* She seems to be interested in almost every rddicai <;UCPtion 

of the day. Aleo Klla reads a graat deal t but never the ordinary story. 
She reads Tolstoy and also the 'Call each day and subscribes to the "Masses. 
She cuts out from tna daily newspapers* all art 5 oleapcrtaining to such move- 
Tents as the . • and keeps a scrap-book of which she Is very ^roud* She 
Is newer at a Iob* for a quotation from some radical rft^ormx "hile upor 
short acquaintance, this girl would impress one as unusua ly brilliant, con- 
sidering her opportunities, it is interesting to note that she stood very low 
in a Binet SVnon Test which she took J$$M winter. Again her fan*tieis<n showed, 



as for example , when she web asked the question "what is jurt ce?"? she 
answered; w Wiere is no each thing" and lfter iflten a^ked "vhat is charity? % 
rhe answered "It is a terrible thing" and burst into tears. 

Ella is an unusually kind-hearted girl. There is nothing trat she 
would not do for another glrl f although she is very bitter and hard toward 
those of the class wfrio have had greater opportunities than herself. "If 
you want to know who makes all the trouble in the world, look at the ones 
with money", '3hen she vms out on a strike last Winter, she was arrested 
twice for disturbances upon the streets. This was rather surprising as the 
strike was not a lrrge one and there were no i igns of violence on either side 
by any other persons. As the result of this 9 when conditions were finally 
settled, Ella was the only girl not taken back into the firm. 

■She family lives in four rooms on East Tenth S 1 re etj, overlooking Tompkins 
Square pnrk. Ifcere is a married sister, one unmarried and three younger 
brothers. The mother is a rather simple, ignorant and honest woman who seems 
a little bewildered at the strange ideas of her daughters, but at the same 
time remains quite uninterested. 9&e frther has been dead for a number 
of years i nd so the support of the family is entirely in the hands of the 
children, but as they < re all of working age, this has not been very difficult 
and they have no$ felt it a great burden. Ella is seldom at home. She says 
that she only stays at home about one night each week when she does her 1 sundry, 
except, of course, on Friday nights "when we all try to stay in and h^ve dinner 
together. A gr at deal of their time is snent at the home of the married 
siFter. this girl seems to have somewhat broken away from the conditions 
under which her family live, and her new home is attractive and pleasant. She 
seems to be a much more normal type thrn either of her sinters . 

It wille be interesting to pee what the result pf this tendency toward 
anarchism will be. Evidently it has been one of the primal reasons why 

Ella has not been able to keen her posi tions, and her growing discontent makes 



her more and more a ring-leader, Jf she h?e more control and a 
greater capacity for clear thinking, she might be a valuable leader 
among working girls, but her erratic ^nd uncontrolled emotion seems to 
to be not only bad for herself, but f r all with whom she comes in contact. 

Minnie G. 

MinnAe has a far better work record than her sister Ella. She secured 
a position when she was fifteen years old and kept this prune position as 
operator for ten years « During this period she was advanced from $5 to 
$12 a week and her record for faithfulness, industry and good \ ork is ex- 
cellent. Unfortunately at the end of ten years, it was necessary for her 
to give up machine work owing o the fact that she had a very serious ill ess. 
EhiSi illness proved to be a naligant growth. After the* removal of this 
she was ill for alon^ time and finally a posit on v-as secure, 'or her at part 
time in a day nursey to cere for the young children. Even this ork proved 
too hard. 1!he growth again returne. and a second operation was necessary. 
At the present time she is recovering fro* this illness and is looking for 
a position in the country for the summer months. 

Minnie is even more fanatical than Ella. ^fcis is partly due to her 
fhysicial condition. IH the Binet Test which she took thir winter, phe 
failed in many of the nine-year-old tests • She is nervous and easily in- 
fluenced by her sister* Her ambition is to be A social worker and she is 
interested in radical reforms of all kinds. f2ie is constantly complaining 
of conditions which seem to her unfair. Often she becomes qu^e hysterical 
when she reports violations of laws or more often the lack of laws. 1*his 
Winter she became very much exercised because so mrny pedlers were sent away 
from Tompk fls Squrre P* rk, near ^hich she lives. It was a lor^ )ime 
before she could be convinced that there was a goo.i reason for this law. 
Unfortunately, Min ie v ill pro bp bly ne^er be i ble to continue her 



work owing to her physical weakness vhich se^ras to continue each year. 
It will be difficult, to find a place for her as she is unable to earn an 
adequate salary and yet ehe is very suspicious of any attempt at charity. 

Sarah M. 

©vers is a tenenenjfc house nest the River on East Eighth street, OK 
one side are grwat warehouses and across the way a stable yard, Itoe 
wlile street is dark and deserted at night save for an occasional gay group 

who freouent the saloon ton the next corner. One does not exeect to find 
a real home here *nd it is a delightful surprise to open the dorr of the 
tenement vhere sixteen Sear old Sarah lives. 

The M. family live on the secmnd floor front In three rooms for which 
they pay $12 a month. Uie rooms are neat and well-kept rnd there are very 
clerr signs of ambition and desire for pleasant surroundings in the furnish- 
ings of the little rooms. Mr. M# has alvays hern a night vatohmrn ^nd 
kept has last position for eight years. Re is at the present time out of 
work due to th> fend con it ions this winter. He is a very unususl man and 
tekes an almost pathetic interest in the four children. Mrs. Sf. ^ied 
three years ago and it would seem as thou^i the father Kai taken the res pon- 
sibility of both parents. there is a boy of nineteen, a bookko r»er the 
only regular wage-earner; a younger boy o* sixteen, vho has just graduated 
from the public school and *ho is beginning to give oi?no lessons, Sarah 
is t r o frail to keep a >osition very long and a little nine year old girl 
still is school. 

Ihe front room has a rag caroett on >he flo^r, comfortable oak furni- 
ture ?n upri#it piano, bou^jht on the installment plan, lace cur ti ins at the 
wlndo* family portraits on the walls and tllR whole room is keot immaculate 
and orderly* *!fcere is a couch in this room for the older boy # The father 



and younger boy Fleep In a feed in the kttchan f and the two girls in 
the email inner room. Tfcere are plants in the v.lndows and one feels 
immediately upon entering that herein reel home life. 

Sarah is the only delicate one in the family. ^he rent to public 
school 20 and left in the 7 B grade anil was sent to the nyade rchool 
to learn drer snaking. She van placed immediately in a novelty company 
at sewing at $4 a week. After three months she was taken ill. probably 
as she was w* s unable to stand the regular hour^ of worfcm and v as out of 
work for two months. She then went into the Artistic Novelty Comnany 
on Kast 3rd Street and remained here for r ive months receiving $5. 
Ag- in she was taken ill an d forced to leave • Since thAt time she has 
held only temporary positions . Her father has begun to real ire the 
fact that the girl will ^robanly never be well and has persu ded her to 
stop work and enter an evening school. Re hopes to ♦♦make a librarian 
our of her*. During the day she keens the home in order , makes her own 
c'othrs and those of her little sifter and attend* to the wants of the 
small family. 

The home life here Teems to be unusually happy. With great pride t 
Mr, m/ will show you the picture of the family group taken ♦'the first day 
my oldert boy ut on long pants"/ He will get out a red plushaalbur. and 
show you his family in the old country. He has only been here for eight 
years and while he thinks this is the onlypplaoe,in which to live, he misses 
his old friend* there. ©ien he ill cell upon the oldest son to show you 
a drawing he had made. '"his boy serms to have unusual talent in this di- 
rection and is always maki g posters and signs for the different clubs to 
which h< belongs. He is studying designing in the evening school and hopes 
some day to be able to take I course in art. ^xen the father will call 
upon the sixteen year old boy to "play something for the l^dy" and will sit 
and beam and smile at the exhibition. He is ve y sympathetic and tenc.er vith 
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Sarah because she has to "wear braces" hut Mb favorite seems to be the 
little girl. If ahe ie asleep rt the time of the visit he till go in 
and bring her out in Mb anna to show her to you. 

There 18 probably no future for Sarah aa far aa her trade ia con- 
cerned, phe will always have to be taken c-re of. There seems to 
be.how«ve$, little doubt but that the family will assume the responsibility 
aa each member seems to feel thr t "garah ia a little different from ua 
and can't Ptand so much" 

Bella X. 

Bella. Jewish, aged eighteen lives with her r>arenta on Norfolk Street. 
f $ie family occupy four rooms which are kept very clean *nd are Attractively 
furnished according to their standards. In the living room there ia a 
gay carpet on the floor; coarse lace curtains on the windows; ahabby. but 
comfortable armchairs and a table w : th a gay cover, a lamp and several books. 
The room is rather crowded with ornaments, but in spite of this it has an 
atmosphere of comfort. 

The father is now an invalid and it has been lnpossible f i r him to 
work for over a year. Before his illness he was a carpenter and able to 
support his family without help from the Charities. However f it was nec- 
essrry for *he children to go o work as soon as they were fourteen years of 
age. The mother is a fpifcly intelligent woman who 1b intererted in her 
home and children, but who is inclined to be a whiner and complainer. 
Although she haB been in this country twenty years she b peaks very bro en 
English. 

■The oldest child, a boy f a graduate of public school has befc work- 
ing in an office for twoyeara. but has been out, of work a good part of the 
present winter. Apparently he is a boy of fcood habits and whan v orking 
helps to support the famiT$?0- the secona child. A GIRL G d nineteen, wps 



riarried thie winter and now lives in the iron*. All the noney the 
the ftalUf had saved wae epant on theweddin^ vhich wae held in a hall 
on Avenue D. Ae Bella W 14 "A Jewiah man alwaye oraya he nap Idvc 
to gl -e hie oldaet daus^ter a bi& wadding." 8a amount of reasoning would 
aake the family con? '• der lersen ? n& expeneee on thip occasion, Hh? young- 
est childt a >>oy of el«vwn t in etill attending school. 

Bella Ml at present the only menhar of the tMilf at vork. Her school 
record was excellent. Hhe graduated from B ablic school 6£ at the age of 

fourteen. She started Ki$i school hut when *he» sew the condition* of the 
fr^ily eha felt that $*he ought to go to ork. She telle a rather interesting 
sjtory of how ahe ^ir^t realised that ehe had no ri#*t to confc* ue her education 
$he needed twenty- f .We centa to nay a gymnasium fae and went how and a eke a her 
nnrert* for it. Nothing was seld to her, hut later eha overheard her father 
and mother debating upon how they 'ere going to neat all the new debt a that 
her education would coat. Bella aaid ehe did'nt sleep all ni#t and in the 

morning tola her father she hau dee I dad to give up echooT and go to work. 
Although nothing; was said to encourage her in this act* It waa evident that her 
decision waa e grw?»t ralief to the family* vor m time after thie ehe wnt 
to evening school but e id that eo few of tha girls were eerioue about the work 
that it piade it difficult for thoee who were eo ahe l<pft. 

llvf & Mr«» K. are orthodox Jews . It hae been for the last two year* 
that Bella hae been allowed to work on Saturday? and even now it ie under pro 
teat and because of the nr^n^nre of actual need, on Friday nlgftts the girls 
nre not allowed out and the Jew 5. ah custom* are adhered to. 

Belle ^iret went to work on Fifth Awenue ae a carder for hatpins, re- 
ceiving #4 a week. She wae not eat defied ae ahe was r nxious to get into the 
sewing trades, but ft) the tii*»s ehe wae unable to eecure a position in a dre*a 
houftf • tore a year ehe went ae a etock girl in an undsrwear houae and then 
obtained what ehe long de«ired t a position aa ^learner* 5 on dreened in a good 
waiet hou^a . 3ta remained in thie nlrce a year fbd three no the. Ae far 



a* her work KM concerned »h« showaa ability, and the foreiady took ft 
great deal of interest in fcer. Bella was anxiou* to become ft designer 
and an opportunity was given her to practice this kind of work* Although 
she only reeled $6 f she wp et the *a e tine receiving v luable tr^inin^. 
(^fortunately, she became very jealous of the attent ion shown another girl 
and left wl th w fl warning because ^perhaps von crn't understand hut I could 
not *t?y there and keep my self-respect" » X would rather starve than be 
put upon.** fhli wee the firet tlma that any evidence was eh own by sella 
of irreeponsibility or unreasonableness, but thin trait ha* si ce devel^pe $ 
to a marked degree. From thai pop It* on she went as an l^rover to a private 
dresm^ker on Upr<er Broadway • Again her employer seems to hare taken une 
usual intereat in her and to havn fciven her opportunities to develop ;nd 
improve her Skill, At the end o f the eeaeon she did notfc 1 thrt she could 
keep the girl longer * but al levied her to cow every day ^t\ile out of work, and 
wake her own clothe* thnre, while *he wae tanght wore about her trade and 
in t.M* way Be cured a valuable apprenticeship. A* soon ns trad© was again 
good her employer premised to take the girl back, Bella then went to anothe 
dree* house aw flnieher at $7 a week but left after a month because ehe said 
wouldn/ t**work for that much money". **hi* eeemed rether strange a* it was the 
largest salary the girl ha* ever received* $he also refused to go back to th 
dressmaker who now had a posit on for her as she said* ""^tat ?o^.n don't ap- 
preciate pie and 1 do not want o work for her". After several week* of un- 
employment when condition* grew orsa and woree at home, the girl finally took 
a position in another dres* house a* finisher at 9$ a week. 

I) ruing this paet year, Bella hap devel pod certain unfortunate character 
let ice wJMch , re undoubtedly hindering her advancement in work, She has 
becewe alno*t violently anarchistic, but seem* to h; ve no good arguments upon 
which she base* her opinion*, r he i* often incoherer t In her statements ^nd 

will sometime* talk for five o or six minute* without Taking any peint at all. 
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Not only that, but the girl Ip not to he trusted. She will make promises 
and break them without apparently any sense of having done wrong and will al- 
ways have what seem* to her a proper excuse. An attempt has been mad© to 
get the girl to Yv ve a Binet rl on Test as her actions of late have been 
rather neouliar, but she will not consent pt h r own accord and there does 
not seem to be sufficient ground to enforce it, 'Hhe most hardmful thing she 
is doing is in fluenclng a number of younger girls and leading them on tb a 
spirit and distrust quite foreign to thier natures . 

For amusement Bella has always belonged to a fcirlSs Club. she 
changes this club quite frequently as she is continually quarrelling with some 
member. She rarely goes to a moving picture show and almost never the 

dances. She is a healthy normal girl, fond of b eing out-doors. Often 
in the Spring and Sail she will sie&ad all Sunday at Van Cor*,! andji park, 
the Bronx, walking or when possible playing tennis* She has so many good 
points th^t it would seea as though she may not be mtirely responsible for 
thesstrange streak that she has so recently developed, 

SUMMARY. 

The most casual survey of theee fifty cases repeals the fact that the 
conditions under which the majority of these girls live and work are not 
consistent with the normal American standards of living. For the most 
part, homes are sordid, education totally inadequate and tte trade histories 
not only show change of position and low wages, but also frequent periods 
o f unemp loymeB t • 

Upon closer study one finds that desperate poverty is at the root of 
much of the trouble. 2his poverty effects the physical, mental and often 
moral life of the &irl to an aJ*armin£ extent, 'temporary h rdship is some- 



times stimulating but the steady haunting reality yepr after year deadens 
the en&Bgles. 

In the first place, the girl 1 a health if often seriously impaired. 
The food is insufficient £or her growing needs; her clothing does not 
give tor the necessary protection, rnd the crowded tenement in which file 
lives makes it impossible for her to |jave fresh air or quiet in her room. 
Adding to this the constant anxiety it is small wonder that many of the 
girls are delicate and unable to hold their positions. Only youth, which 

seems able to endure mighty tests, enable them to stand the strain. 

But perhaps the effect of extreme poverty upon the girl's mental 

life is even more demoralising. We find her leaving public school at the 

age of fourteen often without graduating and with no proper preparation 

for any work, '^ie generally goes not even choose the trade Fhe enters. 

It f B all accident. She re^ds an advert isement in the paper or sees the 

sign "Girl Wanted 1 ' and applies regardless of the k-nd of work. For the 

first, two years before she rea ches her sixteenth birthday, she has great 

difficulty in securing and holding positions ana seldom can earn more 

than $4 nr £5 | week. Even at the end of that time, Fhe Is poorly 

equipped for any trade. Through no fault of her own she hps been forced 

into the army of the untrained J 

t 

In the face of this, it is not strange that the gir^s whole attitude 
toward life is affected. The constant pressure at home; the realisation 
that pfter hours of fatigue ing work there if not enough money earned to 
meet the actual necessities of life; the dull monotonous future stretch- 
ing ahead, deadens ambition and leaves the girl little of the hope or 
buoyancy of youth . 

And lastly t these conditions often bring with them greet moral daggers. 

The lack of nrln cy in the home life is in itself a dangerous influence. 
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In h^me t fter hoc* the £ir).F *h>re the Ml with their jtprenta, *hi* 
pame crowded condition drive* them away from home for thaJr amusamnt. 
It is g rare hone where a girl can wHwlft in Her frierutn. 9fe moving 
picture hou**, the dance hall ana the atreet *re the girl** play erv".und8 f 
end often the companion* mad> there are f * r from safe. 

And after a 11, T*iat Ifl the cure? Barely *ome law* c ould he enacted 
or existing law* be more rigidly enforced, po thr.t theee condition* could 
be at least in p^rt mitigated. In the first plMM our system of education 
should be revised to meet thin new need, ^ith the wording age raised 
from foi»rtean te sixteen year* and a system of continuation achooX inaug- 
urated, it wo Id he posribla to *end out girl* hettei trained Jtaui pre- 
viously. In addition to this there ie a cry Ing nee. for ^.ore vocational 
•v.iidance. During the pent few month* a laboratory class tea been opened 
in connection with the Manhattan Trade .chool. Here girl* hare hern 
placed and been tried at Afferent trade* until &he one for which they 
were beat fitted ?«ar> found, "£ork of this kind is invahr ble. Ho gJ.rl 
should be allowed to secure her working paper* v ith nt being ^iven thte 
opportunity for a te*t of th's nature. 

oith this better preparation, wages mi&ht to a certain extent be 
advanced, but without doubt, more arbitrary measures are needed. Itie 
minimum wage would mean much to these girl*. Out %t Eta fifty oases 
cited onXy two girl* were BtkTlAg money and both ef the^e were receiving 
over a weefc. It h? * been *hown in Ran? ?nve*ti«at .Tone ttlftt oirls 
cannot live according to ^ny normal etar.drrd on §6 or $7 a week. 
If we ha^e *o far filled in our econonic li^e to mafce it possible for a 
girl to receive a living wage, we mu t fisc;ire in by legislation until 
such time a* it will come by the ftdJlwtwMlt of economic force*. 

Better supervision of ^lacea of reoreatior, and the en r orcin£ of 
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laws in relation to therc wouil do ejucIi to pafegnatf tao girl at play. 
Sho raost have aiauoetaent, after hor long hard day and it ia the duty of 
the city to see ta-.t she aocuroa it under porper conditions. 
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L quest ionaire Used, in .study • 

Address Occupation 



Age Date of Birth Birthplace 

Religion Year* in H*^w *'ork K. 



School Histoxy 

Public , private, oarochial 

last school 3rede 

Yecrs in scfcool age of leaving. date of leaving roe eon for leaving 

Age at beginning work 
Work before leaving school 



of scbool 

public evening 

business 

trade 

other 



Special Training 



Da tap of attendance 
Bub i act s 



Hotae with family 

father 

mother 

sisters 

brother 8 
Kome with other relatives 

Boarding 

Furnished Room 



Konf Condition* 



Amount Rontfribnted to fwaily Income 
Ilu!-;b«*r of w;-ge earners in family 



Cost 



Date time Hame find address 

empl yed held of firm 



Employment Record 

{ndnetry kind ofwork wages how reason for 

dCouns leaving 



Budget 

Board Contribution to family Amir en** nt 

Kent carfare 

luncheon ravings 

Physical condition 

defects noted Other usee 

complaint 
Mental condition 



Remarks ♦ 



